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Harrison Center for Visual & Performance Arts
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Art Class
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Tour of Polk Museum of Art
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Publix Tour
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Farewell Party at Lampher Residence
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Drop-Off at Santa Fe School
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Arrive San Francisco Airport
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Leave Hiroshima Airport
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Arrive Imabari City Office
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Lakeland Visit

Hiroshi Yamamoto

We, thirteen high school students and three chaperones,
left Imabari on August the 13th, stayed in Lakeland for ten
days, and came back on August the 25", I am pleased that
everybody in the group did not get sick during the trip and
successfully finished the whole schedule. Above all, I am glad
that students had a lot of valuable experiences.

I would like to express sincere thanks to the organizers of
our trip, the Gazarellis, and other members of Lakeland Sister
Cities who extended us very kind hospitality during our stay
in Lakeland. Especially, I appreciate that they welcomed us
so warmly even though we arrived in Lakeland at midnight
because of the flight delay, as well that they saw us off in the
very early morning when we left. Also, I cannot forget that
when some of us lost their belongings, they kindly looked for
them and got them back to the owners.

We had so many memorable events: Mayor Fields and city
officials’ heartfelt welcome at the city hall; fun interactions
with teachers and students at Santa Fe Catholic High
School, St. Joseph Academy, and Harrison Art High School;
interesting tours at the Lakeland downtown, Florida Southern
College, Polk Museum, Lakeland Police Department, and
Publix. We were also given lively parties at State Park beach,
Mr. McGee’s beach house, and Mr. Lampher’s residence.
When I think of all those events, I can clearly remember each
person’s face involved. Thank you very much.

I would like to express special thanks to our host families.
We largely owe the success of our trip to their cooperation.
I could tell that from the students’ happy faces, each host
family put in a great effort to take care of our students. I truly
appreciate it.

Since I am not good at speaking English and have had
scarce experiences traveling abroad, I had worries about being
the leader of the trip. Regarding this point, I thank the two
other chaperons for supporting me during the trip.

This trip was marked by four school visits to Santa Fe
Catholic and Harrison Art high schools and St. Joseph

Academy. Those school visits were great opportunities for our
students to communicate with American students and I am
sure that their experiences will bear fruit in their future.

At Mr. McGee’s beach house, we had a chance to meet the
lady who came to Imabari with Mrs. McGee several years
ago. She was working at NASA in charge of hiring scientists
to be astronauts. It was a wonderful occasion for us to listen to
such an expert.

It is seventeen years since the sister city relationship
between Imabari and Lakeland was established. I learned
that there are many people in Lakeland whose children,
grandchildren, parents, or grandparents have come to Imabari.
Among them, Adam Morrison, who was seriously involved
in the exchange programs and came to Imabari twice, passed
away during our stay. He was only twenty two years old. I
wish to express my deepest sympathy to his family.

I stayed with Mr. and Mrs. McGee. The McGees have been
involved in the exchange programs for a long time and not
only Mike and Kathy but also two of their three children have
come to Imabari. All the children are independent now and
Mike and Kathy live alone. Their house is a mansion to us but
their life was not too fancy. I respected their modest life style,
which may be attributed to their Christian faith. They once
said to me, “When we went to Imabari, not everybody but
many people spoke to us in English. But when you are here,
we cannot take care of you by speaking Japanese. I am sorry.”
As this remark shows, they were so kind and thoughtful to me.
I am truly grateful to Mr. and Mrs. McGee for my comfortable
stay at their home and our interesting conversations. Also,
I would like to apologize to them if I had caused them
inconvenience because I was the leader of the group.

Lastly, I would like to express my highest expectations to
the thirteen students. They should recognize once again that
they were especially lucky to be selected to go to Lakeland.
I hope that they will make use of their precious experiences
to grow up spiritually and mentally and return the favor to
Imabari city and the sister city relationship with Lakeland.
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Great City, Beautiful People

Nobuko Kamimura

Lakeland is a great city bursting with beautiful people. When
I say “beautiful people” I mean that in the best possible sense
because I am talking about their hearts.

I would like to express special thanks to the members of
the Lakeland Sister City Committee and its 14 host families,
including my hosts, the Garzarellis and the Terrys, who worked
so hard to make our trip memorable. Phil and Pam Garzarelli
were the organizers of our trip and I stayed with them for the
beginning half of my stay and saw how much effort they put
into preparing for our tours each day, like Pam serving us
snacks at her office in Santa Fe Catholic High School every
morning before we started the day. Phil drove us to many
places and one night stayed up past midnight preparing lunch
for our picnic the following day. The Garzarelli’s son, Richard,
had just entered graduate school in Washington DC, but came
all the way back to help look after us. Also, Dana Kelly made
each of us a beautiful keepsake notebook of our schedule.
Mike and Kathy McGee invited us to their second house by
the beach and treated us to dinner. Mike McGee also delivered
our luggage in his truck between Orlando airport and Lakeland
when we arrived and left. He also conducted a Publix Tour
as well as driving us to many places. Jim Verplanck led us
through the Lakeland Police Department and other places.
Sue Hawthorne, full of energy, conducted a lot of tours to
Magic Kingdom, Kennedy Space Center and so on almost
every day. And last but not least, Mr. Lampher hosted us at his
house by the lake for our farewell party. Personally, I was very
happy to see my old friends, Allison Terry and her beautiful
daughters, Annie and Grace. They kindly hosted me for the
latter half of my stay. There were many other people who were
very kind to us; too many to mention all their names, but I
would like to say thank you to everyone for doing so much to
put us at ease.

Showing a bunch of people like us around Lakeland must
surely have caused our guides a lot of difficulties. However,
I never saw a frown or other sign of disappointment- only
smiles and joy on their faces all the time. At the same time,

our 13 students were also smiling and laughing, no matter how
tired they sometimes were. As their chaperon I am particularly
proud of that.

Now is a time of globalization and English is the world’s
lingua franca. It is lucky for Imabari to have Lakeland as a
sister city, and our students are very lucky that they could
participate in this trip. After coming back to Imabari I am
confident they will want to study English more out of a
genuine desire to become more competent and fluent and not
just as a means to passing tests. I also hope they will become
more cosmopolitan in their outlook, forming a bridge not only
between Imabari and Lakeland but also Japan and America,
and eventually contribute to making the world a better place
for all. If I can help them with their future in this sense it
will be the greatest honor and cause me the most happiness.
Lastly, I would like to thank Imabari City and ICIEA (Imabari
City International Exchange Association) for giving me this
opportunity.

Sadly, Adam Morrison, Richard Garzarelli’s best friend, who
came to Imabari twice with Richard, passed away on the third
day of our stay. I personally knew him and was saddened to
hear the news. Especially the Garzarellis, who are such good
friends with the Morrisons, must have felt even more stressed
having to take care of us at such a delicate time. I heard that
Adam went through several surgeries during the last five or
six years but lived bravely with good spirits until the end. If
he had been healthy, he and his parents would have spent time
with us to make sure our trip went smoothly. Since Adam was
not in good condition this summer, his parents lent Adam’s
car to Richard so he could help us with our trip. I just wanted
people to know that Adam had many good friends with people
in Imabari and that we offered flowers at the funeral under the
auspices of “ICIEA” and
“Imabari Citizens Who
Love Adam.” He will be
missed.
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Memory of Lakeland

Sawako Sasama

At midnight on August 14", the smiling faces of the
Lakelanders welcomed the members of the visiting group,
who were really tired from repeated flight delays and long
flights.

I can’t count how many times their smiles saved us
during our stay in Lakeland. The high school students
left their homes for 2 weeks, went abroad without perfect
language skills and stayed with people who had been
complete stranger until then. Though their eyes had been
shining with hope and excitement for 2 days after our
departure from Japan, they seemed to be nervous when
our group broke up to stay with the host families. The host
families saw their anxious eyes and smiled to encourage
them, and the students started to loosen up as they could
understand the hosts’ feelings, like “glad to see you”, “it’s
ok, don’t worry”. All the chaperones felt relieved and
even proud of their strength.

The smiles saved not only the students but me. My first
host was Dana, and the second hosts were Sue and Ken.
Sue came to Imabari last summer and Dana came this
July!! As we had met each other, I had no reason to feel
nervous before the homestay.

However, I still felt sorry when my hosts made very big
efforts to make my/our stay wonderful. My hosts smiled
at me at such times and it did help me feel relaxed.

During the stay, the people in Lakeland really took
good care of us. I was very pleasantly surprised to see
the schedule which was filled with colorful events when
Akiko, my coworker handed me the timetable sent from
Pam. I appreciate that Pam and all members of LSCI
understood that we treasured each day in Lakeland.
All host families and other LSCI members helped us to
carry out the program. Homestay, arrangement, guiding,

driving; they offered everything with beautiful hospitality.

We could visit various places in and near Lakeland
through their support, and my most memorable places are
the lakes and the schools.

City of Lakeland, as its name shows, is a beautiful city
with countless lakes. I enjoyed the scenery of Lake
Mirror which I saw from Hollis Garden and Magnolia
Building in the daytime and in the evening. Above all,
I was fascinated with the scenery from the car window
when Dana and Sue drove me to Santa Fe Catholic High
School every morning. The sun was still low and glanced
brightly on the lakes. Morning mist and water birds spiced
up the scenery. Every morning Dana and Sue changed
the driving directions and took detours to show me the
different faces of the lakes.

As for the school visit, we could visit several classes at
Santa Fe Catholic High School, St. Joseph’s Academy and
Harrison School for the Arts. Every Japanese student was
so excited with expectation that they could say “wow” just
seeing students’ lockers which they had seen in American
movies and TV dramas. They could see where and how
American students of the same age studied and interact
with each other. These experiences have become their
precious memories. I was also glad to see the elementary
students genuinely enjoy origami with the Japanese
students.

We spent 10 beautiful days filled with happiness and
gratitude. Though I was a chaperone, I could learn and
feel lots of things there. I wish I could have experienced
this in my school days. Meanwhile, I am looking forward
to the bright future of the students. I would like to
contribute to the development of our relationship between
Lakeland and Imabari. Lastly, I want to thank all the
people who supported this sister cities exchange. Thank
you very much.
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Step Toward the Dream

Yusuke Chikamoto

I went to Australia for an overseas study tour last year.
Based on the reflections from that experience, I had
studied English for a year. I left Japan with a hopeful
anticipation how I had developed.

I stayed with the DeMoya family. Although I was nervous
at first, they tried to speak to me in plain English, which
helped me get oriented to the new environment. The
DeMoya family has extensive experience as hosts and
they listened attentively to my poor English. Their kind
hearts made my visit meaningful. I’'m grateful to have
spent about 2 weeks with this family.

At Southern College, they showed the history of the
architecture of it in plain English. I hadn’t been in a
foreign college and I had had only limited knowledge
through the Internet. It was a wonderful experience for
me to listen to a lecture because I’m thinking of studying
in the U.S. The fact was, however, I could understand the
lecture thanks to their consideration. That I couldn’t catch
the conversation between Americans tells the real story. |
learned the hard way that I need an ear for English and a
substantial vocabulary to live in the U.S.

During the stay, everything was fresh and every day
brought endless surprises. What surprised me the most
was Americans’ generous spirit. I think they always
express their gratitude in everything. They carry their
thoughts and resolve differences of opinion by talking
things over until they get their point across. The U.S.,
the big power, consists of a perfect combination of their
ability for self-expression and their cooperativeness. It sets

a good example as a leading country with international
influence.

It was a useful experience in terms of expanding my
viewpoint. In Japan, modesty is considered a virtue. On
the contrary in the U.S., expressing themselves honestly
is considered a virtue. Furthermore, I don’t think their
self-gratification is egotism. It is beyond description. This
cross-cultural exchange will surely become my prop in
surviving in a world of ever-intensifying globalization. I'm
grateful to get a hands-on experience.

During the stay I found myself more developed than last
year, but also continuing to develop. At the same time, |
found problems that I couldn’t make an appropriate and
prompt reply although I understood their English. The
centerpiece of the visit is to find new problems. To master
the challenge, I’ll strive to improve my English and I"d
like to move toward my dream, studying in the U.S., step
by step. Then, I’ll pursue the possibilities of myself in
the U.S. to contribute much to the development of my
hometown, Imabari someday. I still want to feel proud of
being born and growing up in Imabari. I look forward to
expanding the relationship between Imabari and Lakeland.

I’d like to close by expressing my cordial gratitude to
those concerned with this visit: ICIEA, escorting staff and
the DeMoya family. Thank you again for everything.
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Encounter with a Different Culture in Lakeland

Masako Fujimoto

This was my second trip abroad. Last year, | stayed
with a host family in Australia and was exposed to the
grandeur of nature and Aussie English. Though I learned
a lot of things there, in spite of the short stay of only
one week, I couldn’ t show them how nice my own
culture was. So I decided to introduce Japanese culture
to people in Lakeland this time.

The Fitszimmons, my host family, were very kind and
active, which made me happy because I love sports.
Sadie, my host sister, cares a lot about her outfits and
she loves clothes. Her closet was like a shop. She took
me to her favorite shop in an outlet mall. Thanks to her,
[ got really good items within a limited time. Ashton,
her brother, had many medals from triathlon and soccer.
He also had a lot of running shoes. The most impressive
days of my stay were the 18" and 19", On morning of
the 18", we went to watch his marathon race held by
Lakeland Runners Club. My host mother told me that it
was a very popular sport there. Actually I watched many
people jogging in the morning and the evening. After
that [ went to the lake with Sadie’ s friends. | was a
little bit nervous at first surrounded by almost 30 boys
and girls. But it was nice to have time with them. We
played in the shallows, and I tried motorboat for the first
time in my life. It was very exciting even though it was
tough to sustain my whole body against the centrifugal
force with only my arms. On the 19", we went to
church, an art gallery and jogging. There were many
people dressed formally at the church in the morning.
It had a mysterious atmosphere. We listened to the
sermon for about one hour, sang hymns and prayed. [
was surprised by their religious faith. At the art gallery,
[ painted a photo stand. My host mother gave it to me
at the last night of my stay. It reminds me of the days
in Lakeland whenever [ look at it. In the evening, I went

jogging with Sadie and my host mother. She said that
she ran to prepare for the cross—country race. Right
after we started, it began to rain and thunder heavily,
however, we could run bkm. We took the course
surrounding The Southern College and the lake. I felt
so nice because it was the first run in a week for me. A
stranger gave me a high five with a smile when my host
mother said, “She did it!” . All the people there were
very friendly.

As for my purpose of this trip, to show them Japanese
culture, [ believe that I could achieve it. I told them
how to fold Origami, the paper craft at school and
kindergarten. It was challenging to explain in English but
they tried enthusiastically. I am happy to be able to give
them a chance to know Japanese culture. For my host
family, I also made Matcha, Japanese traditional green
tea and Shiratama—dango, sticky rice cake. I served
it with two types of topping on it: kinako, roasted
soy bean powder and anko, bean jam. They said that
Matcha was very strong and Shiratama—dango was like
chewing—gum. I managed to introduce them to Japanese
traditional foods although it seemed that they didn’ t
like them very much. Showing them our own culture, I
took a fresh look at it and reconfirmed that [ was proud
of my country.

It was so hard to leave them that I could not stop
crying. | saw a lot of beautiful scenery around Lakeland
and [ came in touch with American English. It was quite
different from Aussie English. They speak very fast but
they do not have an accent, so it was easier for me to
listen to. On the other hand, I could not speak well
enough to express myself. [ want to study English much

harder. I really appreciate this opportunity. I am grateful
to my parents, my dear host family, people in Lakeland,
Mr.Yamamoto, Ms. Kamimura, Ms. Sasama and my
group. Thank you very much. I love Lakeland.
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[ love America

Tomoko Mizumoto

“The brain can grow until one is twenty years old. To
cultivate your mind, now is the most important time!”
When [ listened to this remark by my teacher, I wished
I could go on the trip to Lakeland. I have been affected
by my sister who likes traveling abroad and I was looking
for an opportunity to visit a foreign country myself to
broaden my outlook. Especially, I was interested in
America, partly because American people seemed to be
friendly and full of humor. When I heard that Imabari
city was looking for high school students who wanted
to go to Lakeland, I thought, “This is the chance of a
lifetime!”

Although we arrived in Lakeland at midnight, my host
family welcomed me so warmly. My host parents, Tom,
and Liz, and their three daughters, Alison, Haley, and
Ansley, as well as their dog, George, were so friendly
that I could make friends with them quickly.

In the morning of the first day, we visited many places
including the city hall and Hollis Garden. When we were
in a park nearby, something funny happened. Sue, who
was showing us around, began to scoop water from a
fountain and throw it at us. At first [ was shocked, but
soon we started to laugh and play by throwing water at
each other. Thanks to Sue’ s trick, we could be relaxed
and make better friends with each other.

It was Liz’ s birthday when the host families of mine
and my friend’ s went to a restaurant named “Texas.”
According to the restaurant’s rule, Liz rode on a
wooden horse and everybody in the shop celebrated her
birthday, shouting “hee haw” together. That was funny
and [ thought it was a great example of the American

sense of humor.

On the host family day, I made udon and [ was happy
that everybody liked it. After that, two host families
got together to have a home party. We had a good
time laughing all the time, playing a Wii dance game or
chatting about fashion.

At Lakeland Police Department, I had hilarious
experiences. A police officer put handcuffs on me and
put me in jail for a laugh. Also, they kindly posed with
us for photos. They even made funny faces like ours for
some pictures. [ was surprised American police officers
were so friendly and had such a great sense of humor.

On the last night with my host family, I was thinking
[ would never cry. However, while receiving letters
from them and hugging them, I remembered a lot of fun
events and felt so grateful to them for their kindness. In
the end I could not hold my tears back.

After I came back, my way of thinking and feeling
seemed to have changed. I am so happy that I could
experience and witness a part of another culture. Also,
[ found a new goal to attain during the trip. Since I
often was not able to either make myself understood in
English or understand what English speakers meant, [
want to study English harder than ever and go back to
America to avenge myself.

Lastly, [ would like to thank everybody involved in
this program including ICIEA, my host family, and my
funny Japanese
friends on the trip.
Thank you very
much.
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My best ten days

Suzuna Takada

Since I had been dreaming of going abroad for a long
time, to visit Lakeland was a great opportunity for me.
In the past I had a really regrettable memory that the
application period for a home-stay had passed while |
wondered what to do. This time, I was looking forward
to applying even before the application period started so
that [ was very happy to be selected. And then it was the
Johnstons who gave me a warm welcome!

The family consists of father Doug, mother Julie, three
sisters, Kinsey, Emilee Abby, and a dog named Craig.
Unfortunately the whole family didn’t have a chance to
gather during my stay, however, I was able to make a
good memory with each of them. I met Julie first. I still
remember her kind smile that she gave me when I was
nervous to first meet her. She drove me home and I met
Kinsey, the oldest daughter. Kinsey allowed me to share
her room. Although I could stay with her only for a few
days because she had to return to the school dormitory,
she was very kind to me. I’'m lucky she became like
my real sister. When Kinsey showed me their house, I
was impressed to see how fashionable their house was!
The house was as nice as TV dramas and it had a pool
in the garden! I had an opportunity to visit the Palmer’s
house which I also found very fashionable. I thought that
Americans care about the interior of their house more than
Japanese. It was interesting for me to see the different
styles and atmosphere compared to Japanese houses.

Next I met Abby. She is so friendly that we could laugh
together when we saw the graffiti of her diary and
found something weird when we went shopping. I felt
the similarity of girls even though we live in different

countries. It was in the latter part of my stay when I first

met Emilee because I left their house early in the morning
and come home late. Emilee loves music and played the
guitar for me and talked to me about her favorite songs.
I was so glad to know the many trendy songs as I like
Western music very much. These songs became my
favorites and now I listen to them every day since coming
back to Japan. Music connected us very well even though
we had a language barrier. Doug seemed to be busy with
his work in the early part of my stay. We talked a lot when
he gave me a ride. We talked about my father and our
hobbies. I found that Doug used to play baseball when
he was little. I bought a baseball bat when we went to the
baseball stadium and gave it to him. The Johnstons also
gave me nice presents, such as a cute bath towel kindly
selected by Julie and Kinsey and the same T-shirt of a
different color as Abby. They took me to church on the
host family day. I cooked Tsukimi udon for them. I was
glad that everyone liked it even though I had struggled to
make it as it boiled over. We engaged in playing origami
and kendama together.

It was a full fun ten days. On the last day, we hugged
each other many times since it was hard to say good-
bye. I don’t think my English improved a lot just in
those ten days and especially when the family members
spoke to each other fast, I was not able to catch anything.
For me they always spoke slowly. I think my awkward
conversation became better, that I could answer in easy
but natural English. I learned that studying for a test and
having real conversation would be very different through
my home-stay. I became painfully aware that I needed to
strive for practicing conversation. I hope to talk more with
them. I would love to go back to see the Johnstons some
time in the future!
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The precious time with my host family

Himeka Masaoka

[ want to learn about the culture and customs of
overseas countries. That is why [ applied to this study
trip. Before I visited, [ never imagined that I would have
such great experiences.

When [ arrived in Lakeland, the date was almost turning
to the next day. I felt sorry for them having to pick
me up at that late hour. At the same time, [ was very
excited and could not wait any longer to see them.
When [ saw them at last, [ was too nervous to speak
well in English. There were three of them; host father
Al, host mother Regina and their daughter Tessa. I was
very happy because they were very friendly and kindly
asked me a lot of things. Unfortunately, I could answer
only a few of them. Of course, I would like to talk much
more than I could. I was getting uneasy because of the
high language barrier between them and me. That was
my first day.

Although I felt anxious, there was a surprise for me. |
found a present for me in my room when I got to their
home. It was a towel. They said that it was for the
beach. [ was very happy. I gave them my present from
Japan, too. They thanked me profusely and hung the
Chochin, a paper lantern right away. Al always took a
Bary—san, the Imabari—city character, handkerchief with
him. They soon understood that [ was not able to speak
English well. They talked to me slowly and did not forget
to asked me whether I could understand or not after
their explanations. When [ said ‘no’ , they patiently
explained again. Gradually my uneasiness faded and now
[ have a lot of good memories of Lakeland.

The host family days are especially memorable for me.
Regina took me to the supermarket. I was surprised by
the size of it. It was much bigger than the one I know

in Japan and there were a lot of items. I could hardly

believe that it was a supermarket. Regina told me about
the various items. I could make good purchases there. |
cooked Somen, vermicelli, for them one night. After that
[ made Matcha, Japanese traditional green tea. I was
worried about the chopsticks at first. So it was amazing
for me to see that they could use them very well. They
said it because they liked Sushi . They seemed to like
Matcha and jelly with Japanese orange. When [ whisked
the Matcha, Tessa came close to me. I asked her if she
wanted to try it. She answered yes and enjoyed whisking
it. I was glad to see that.

Day after day our bonds were getting stronger. I

wished [ could be there for good. Unfortunately time
flies fast. It was the last night in Lakeland at last. I
could not believe that it was the last night when [ went
home from the farewell party. So [ sat back and relaxed
in my room. Then my host family gave me a paper bag.
There were snacks and stationary goods in it. Seeing
them, I understood that I could no longer stay with them
and had to go home. It made me cry. [ should have been
glad to get the presents but I felt lonely. They took me
to a lot of places whenever they had time. They were so
gentle and warm. Of course, | understood the day would
come but never expected it would be so painful. We
had a very good time together. It is difficult for us to
see each other again. My host father and mother gave
me a warm hug and told me that I could return to them
whenever | want to. I am sure [ will.
Thanks to a lot of people involved, I had very good time
there and I have precious memories. I am grateful to
the staff from Imabari Municipal office and Imabari City
International Exchange Association, my host family, my
family in Japan and my teachers. I will work hard with
these precious memories in my heart.
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My cheerful two weeks

Hiroka Hongu

This summer vacation was the most productive and
cheerful for me thanks to this two-week homestay. Not a
homestay, it was the first time for me to go abroad. When
I saw the recruitment information, I really wanted to take
part in it. I requested a letter of recommendation from the
teacher in charge at once.

Then I was selected to be a school representative. When
I left, many friends said to me, “Have a nice trip!” My
anxiety and delight, however, was a ratio of three to seven
for I was not very good at English. I felt very nervous
because I had to be alone during the homestay. On the
contrary, I looked forward to making new friends and
going to new places. Looking back, it is a good memory
to have had to wait at Incheon Airport for nine and a half
hours. I’d like to write about two unforgettable memories
during this two-week stay.

The first thing is teaching origami. In Japan, I can explain
how to make it verbally and Japanese can understand
it. On the contrary, I had a hard time to make myself
understood in English there. However, when we made
origami together, they soon understood me. After making
origami, they looked very glad and said to me, “Tell me
one more time.” and “Thank you”, which delighted me.
I explained how to make origami to the students from 3
classes. When I saw everyone take the origami they had
made home with care, I felt they had enjoyed origami and
felt happy. In addition, when I ran out of origami paper,
the senior student whom I was paired with helped me.
That remains in my heart. | had thought that American

students are careless. The surprising fact was, however,

the differences between well-organized students and
careless students were clearly observable.

The second is Hollis Garden. It cost one hundred million
Japanese yen and I was fascinated with it. I remember a
small red miracle fruit. It is bland itself, but when eaten,
it makes sour foods like lemons subsequently taste sweet.
They didn’t used to plant this miracle fruit because sugar
wouldn’t sell well. However now they provide it for
research in the field of diabetes. I think it wonderful and
I hope this fruit becomes more well-known around the
world. It can help many people with diabetes. Besides
this, there were many kinds of herbs and star fruit, whose
cross-section resembles a star. Hollis Garden is used for
a marriage hall as well and my host parents had their
wedding ceremony there.

Finally, I definitely want to come back to Lakeland,
Florida to see my new precious family. I’ll take my
parents or friends and introduce them. I’d like to
extend my appreciation to all of you: the teacher who
recommended me to this homestay program, my parents
who let me take part in this homestay, Mr. Yamamoto,
who gave instructions to us, Ms. Kamimura, who
interpreted difficult English into Japanese, Ms. Sasama,
who treated us with gentle patience, Mr. Nagano, who
talked to us at a briefing and after coming back to Japan,
people in the U.S. who planned the program for us, the
students of Santa Fe High School and so on. I'd like to
make use of this two-week experience.




I LOVE LAKELAND
AT M

LAZZ R TO13AMOMEIL, FUZE>T—AEBEND
ZEDOTERWEWHERVELT., TAVIA~TLZEETLD
Al IMEATLZEL D T -72D T, WIETDENIIA
BTV EWNWTLE, LosL, TAVI~ES3<UZ24, H
KRETERLAY - T3 - BREZERICILTRELZENT
X, JEUDLD, AALOT N TRHRECRENRL L
EHFELIz,

FDOBRANTZ 7 — 1T 7T NFHETTIEELWFEETL,
WOBLBLWEBRIADI—R, RENT TEhBRIA
DFxrl, BlLoteT 4v¥—, TT<KHINA, B
HLANY =— LK, 2HRNTOOBELLEELNIT TET
NT=Fz—, RABHRTORDWOWRAN, AAZRDEL
7RSI AN T IE L, Elt, FAETF oy —
Ry R CEEE L CREEL, PR EEInn-7
FEEDIEATEAVBEIND LT, L ThiEL»-TD%
A TWET, Linl, MERNLZEIETETS, WEEE
)V VORI LR BEE T —F LGt 32N TERLT
FTILMELD T2 TT, TN THMENY = AT v —72 5%
vy, aRa=lr—armBEHTENTEEL,

ARANZ 7V —TIE1H FHRANTZ 7V —D T LBI L EL
7eo FIRIIFIZRFT AR TR, YVa—ADRESIIEESE
L7z, ZDRE, ZOEIZHDOMADEDZ KN R HHHHFL
FL7o, WOEVIT6km bHVELIZA, FraL Lfado
720, FEEL T D EHEREDIZFE R LN-T-TT, BURL
Tethix, BEREORANT 7V —DF~TE, T— %L
TRLAFELZ, BRI —NADBHDHRAT, STHRTAVS

Pl HWELL, TLTHARSTET, MWD+
VADTr—2b%LE LT, ARIZHLYIA DT —LEBED
FLCT, —fICELDIENTEELE, BRPCTF oy —
ERIIE—FEIZH LA, ETHRFELZIAERDEL,

TAAR=Z—FRTIL, RARTEZEANOI=—DHF =
— i, T 7 ar 2B I, TeKEAFEDELT,
T AV DT AR=—F U RCIIAEDORFELSABKZERT
&, F—HEIATEIL I AGERIRA RO DT TEELT,

BRINO B IX, AANTZ 70— ORI TlEMa hio 3125
ETREINELIHDEESTW=D T2, 13HMDOT A
T LRI AR G I LL, FAZES THRARTZ 73
—IARYDRIRDIHIZST=D T, MO FTITITOBNRLR
D, NN TLEWELE, ZARFEF 2y REILH TN
TeARANZ 70—, FAT OB TOET,

ZOR—LATATRITEMIICK R C&EEoTnE
o ZLT, FERHEFR P OEKERNE LV EDE o)
FIZH7R0ELT, FAIARLIZZOFREIIS I CTLooTz
LHEWET, 13HMIZH VIR -T2 hE, —4R
NHNRODNT B ZDIRNENHERDELTZ, &EBIZZO
O E 52 C RSV ATV RDORT T 4T D
R, IARRIER, fffsA . HRSAZHID LT HBRE D
Rk, RiEE DO, RYIZHOMMEITIVELT,




I LOVE LAKELAND

Yuna Tange

The 13 days in Lakeland is a valuable memory that I will
never forget. | was uneasy at the start because it was my
first time to go abroad, not to mention going to the United
States. Arriving in America, I got firsthand knowledge of
the culture, language and environment and all the things I
saw were fresh to me. My anxiety turned into pleasure.

There were seven people in my host family and they
were so much fun; Richard, the father, was always kind
to me; Carol, the mother, had a nice smile; fashionable
Ricky, cheerful Tomica, funny James, Chelsea, who
always talked to me whenever she saw me; and cute and
active Nate. I talked with Chelsea in bed every night. |
remember that I was so happy when I could understand
the English that I at first had difficulty to catch. Even
though I understood what they said, I was barely able to
say a single easy word to answer, which was frustrating
for me. I got good at communicating with gestures.

On the host family day, I spent all day with my hosts.
I was surprised by the size of the juice when we ate
breakfast at McDonald’s. We took a walk, singing around
the lake near our house. The shoreline of the lake was six
kilometers long, but I felt it was shorter because I enjoyed
singing songs and talking with Carol. After taking a walk,
we visited Kato’s host family and swam in their pool. |
was impressed and amazed that Americans have a pool
in the house garden! When we came home, I played the

Wii’s Mario game with Nate that was easy for me to play.
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Chelsea and Tomica joined us later and it became a really
fascinating day.

At Disneyland, all the girls in the group put on the
same Minnie Mouse hair band and tried as many of the
attractions as we could. We were able to listen to English
a lot at Disneyland in the US. I think the friendship of the
members of the group developed on that day.

On the last day, I had decided not to cry and say good-
bye with a smile to my hosts, however, I could not help
crying. I felt my host family was just like my real family.
They gave me a big hug. I feel grateful to my host family.

I think I was able to mature through the experience of this
trip. It was very meaningful for me to keep going forward
towards my dream to become an administrative dietitian
and work abroad in the future. Although the time of the
13-day stay flew by quickly, it has become my precious
life-time memories. I would like to say thank you for
supporting me through this wonderful experience to all
the persons including volunteers in Lakeland, our leader,
Mr. Yamamoto, Ms. Kamimura, Ms. Sasama and my
parents.




VAT Ry e &
W e

L BIOWEANIRIBITFACE -T2 H OWAMRIEE/RDEL

oo HHAEDE, FA—ARNTUTIATOHE TN W22l
NHVET, A—AFTUVTTOEIFEIL, ETHHELP-T=0
TR GETZEFE LA ESZ T4 TR T2728
HHLIEZEERZTONET, ZOZENRZoNTERD, 4
[\, SR OMKE T CThHL A7 RTHIAT>TE D H
SDONERLTZV, TLT, LAZIVROREZRT-LEAH
DI=WEEW SEIZOFEEICEBMUEL,

ARARNTZ 7V — WK DR, RERLCEIELD G I A7

EVIOKEFL N> TV T, BODKRANZ 7 —% Folf
T2BEE, RYIIEL-T2TT, 20T, BELEF
D12HEFb-> TWENERNWET R, ED7 730 —H%
BT bR IR TLIESD, LAV TURITRC2RFEB LR
VIOBIZ, LAZTURIZRBFELLNWEZATELEUEL !

FLDOFRARNT 7V —1F, BRIADT IV, BEEISADL
U—F, BOTYH, ROARayY— UyRva—0D3 A&
2IEDFEH T LI, Fio, FATEMESESAERUFRARNS
STEDOTLERNST-TT, LIUAX—FIIENTT, fif
DETWEHEESS, vV ——»4h, VB TREFZD
EP%:?W&L XU —DFEN TG ELHZ THBWEL,

IR T30 <HBN TG T X R TUI ARG To 7

D, LLHDHLTTLENELZ, N TH, B LpEs g
FTIENTETENSLTT, FAE, ORDER TR
HA7pl, HEOATE THIANTIbDES LELLT
FoTITEELTZ, ZOHIZ, N IFEFNAE A>T
DTN, TAVBZNIANS DT HFNRE A N~TT—L
R KRESDZAMTENLH T, XA/ 1OTHED
EWERE R AN TEELE,

VAT RTORMDIEEID HiX, LA77RiRFHR
WEHMDRHVELTZ, TEFTEToBEH, LYy —FiTL
AVTURDPRRK T BT BN LTI ELT ., Hx
RREX, FEOMNRGHY, ZORPIZITI-KESAD A BSAN

- N

FL7, REDBTEADHY, BT R AROLIHITLZ,
ZORHIINRNVAEY TREZEVELZ, EVITREL H7
HIILZ o172, DLIELTLEWELZ2Y, b E
Lxo7=T9,

WD H DI T 4 AR—= A A —TlL, AX—ZT ¥k

[CESTEEDI 2l — L a KBRESETHLLWELT,
RPQ0E LA FWTEENED, S 3alb—sardidnid
THWin-7=T1,

KA 7 —F — L, 7T FICAR DT Y7 V%
f2 X Regina DBRXINVEBRESADFIZWEFELZ, 2

TlX, RAYDIEFIIZRERVIZ DNV THZ TN E, FED
HERANL QR E L, ZUAS RO T R4
SO R L QW ez BIC#EXELT,

SHHE. S8H21HIZAIOFHAEHTLZ, ¥ F. Regina
DEBREAPMES TN —F 2 AT, #AER S—T 4
—ZLFELT, KUIZRHIC, LAZTURITWAZENTET
SERTELE L EL,

VAT UR RGO B, ZEMEMOFERC, R—7%
g, TV E LU, V=2 ay TR, H
SyDOVEREELETHOWELT, FITR-oTHbIX., i
BEEEDHHILICHMIET, HHABHINETHZEICFEREN D
XFHATLE, LL, FvF 2 TAlE ReginalZ, [ZoD
FIXHRTZOBI 1 DDFEENHNDTH > TE TN
LEbhzlx, BERHSNTEELE, AYITHD7<7%
WEREWELT,

WO H, RYzBHnEEW)EE, i EY [Thank
you.] ZEW, NITLTHOWELTZ, &SR, F-4
KRIHEBWELE,

BBICRVELER, SEICOFEEICEDVBFREENLT
W T2W2 g _RTO NG L, R SLIRZREBR A &7t
589, J0—BEHLQnEZNEENET,

REBIZHONEITINELT,




The beauty of nature and people of Lakeland

Chika Furukawa

This was the second studying overseas experience
for me. When I was a junior high school student, I was
selected to visit Australia. I had a very good time in
Australia, but I remember that it was really hard to listen
and speak in English. It was a good motivator to study
English and I decided to participate in this exchange
program to visit Lakeland, sister city of Imabari in order
to try my present English ability.

As there were more expectations than anxiety and
nervousness when I first met my host family, I was really
happy to meet them. It was probably after midnight, each
of the host families welcomed us with a smile. I found
Lakeland wonderful in less than two hours after my
arrival!

My host family included father Albert, mother Regina,
daughter Tessa, dogs named Schotze and Wodrow. They
were three people and two dogs. It was also lucky for me
to stay with Himeka who was with the same host family.
Right after arriving at the Legister’s house, they showed
me the room where I was allowed to stay, the shower
room and the living room and they told me how to use
the shower. I was confused a little as I had to remember
these things in thirty minutes. I was glad to give them my
presents then, such as hiyamugi, Japanese noodles, geta,
wooden clogs, sweets that are daily items in Japan. I also
gave them a towel handkerchief. I didn’t think they had
handkerchiefs and scarves made of towel in the US. It was
one of the differences between the countries that I found.

On the first day in Lakeland we made a courtesy visit
to the Mayor of Lakeland. Regina showed me the nature
and the downtown area on our way to Lakeland City

Hall. The lakes were various shapes and sizes and I saw

a lot of swans around them. I also saw lush greenery. The
entire town looked like a beautiful park. On that day we
had lunch at Palace Pizza. The pizza was so large and the
portion of the salad was so big that I was not able to eat
all, even though everything was really tasty.

The next day visiting the Kennedy Space Center, I had
a simulation experience of riding on the space shuttle.
I was scared to be revolved by 90 degrees and shaken,
although I knew it was the simulation.

On my host family day, we ate waffles specially made
by Al and went to Regina’s parents’ house. They talked
about German traditional festival and showed me around
their house. I was surprised to see that the Christmas
ornaments filled half of their basement.

The eighth day of our stay, the 21% of August was Al’s
birthday. We had a birthday party with the cake made
by Regina’s mother. It was wonderful for me to be in
Lakeland on such a special day.

On the last day, we visited the art school, the Polk
museum and Publix. I created an artwork by myself in the
art workshop. I was so busy packing that I didn’t realize |
would have to leave Lakeland the next day. When Al and
Regina told to me in the kitchen, ‘Our house is your house
in the US. You can come back whenever you like.’, tears
welled up in my eyes. I didn’t want to go home.

The next day when we had to say good-bye, I said
thank you again and again and they gave me hugs. I have
decided to go back after my graduation from high school.

At the end of my memoir, I would like to express my
appreciation to all the people who were involved in this
program. [ am going to make more effort to become a
good citizen of the world. Thank you very much.
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Memories of America

Akimitsu Takahashi

The visit to Lakeland has become a precious memory
that I will never forget. I decided to participate in this
program because | wanted to know different cultures and
broaden my outlook. Although I am hardly competent at
English, I was still able to learn a lot of things.

Especially, I realized the importance of communication.
Originally I was shy and not good at talking with
strangers. However, during the trip, I got over my shyness
without effort and found myself with a more positive
outlook about talking to new people. I owe this to my host
family, the DeMoyas, and other people in Lakeland. All
the American people I met were friendly and did things
Japanese usually do not do. For example, Japanese people
seldom shake hands with others but Americans often do
it. Every person I met, from children to grown-ups, gave
me their hands to shake in a gesture of welcome. I thought
that Japanese people should follow such an American
custom and become friendlier to strangers.

Since this trip was my first time not only in America
but also abroad, I had been looking forward to going to
many places. We arrived in Los Angeles first. Because
it is the biggest city on the West coast, I thought it
would be very crowded and lively everywhere, but not
in Santa Monica. I liked the beach very much, where
the cool breeze and warm sunlight were so relaxing and
comfortable.

Because we arrived in Lakeland at midnight, I could
not see anything and had to wait until the next morning to
find out that the city was very pretty with a lot of lakes.
Florida is in a sub-tropical area but the weather was a
little more hot and humid than Ehime. It was nicer for me

to stay than I had expected.

Regarding the food in America, I was surprised at the
large portions. I am a small eater so I had difficulties
eating everything on my plate. Fast food, like hamburgers,
was so popular that every restaurant had them on the
menu. Also, the food I ate generally tasted salty and fatty
so I was worried I would get fat.

The best memory of the trip is the time with my host
family. The DeMoyas have seven family members. The
mother, Carol, took care of me so well. She was kind and
always smiled at me. She was very interested in Japanese
culture and asked me a lot of questions when I gave her
Japanese food and toys. She has been to Imabari once
and told me that she wanted to come back again. Other
members in the DeMoyas were the father, Ricardo; the
older sister, Tomica; the older brother, Ricky; the younger
brother, James; the younger sister, Chelsea, and Tomica’s
son, Neit. Chelsea said that she would like to come to
Imabari next year. When she comes, I definitely want to
see her. All the family members of the DeMoyas were
very nice to me. I will never forget the time I spent with
them. I am sorry I could not speak English well enough to
communicate better with them. I will study English more
and go to see them again.

My trip to Lakeland means a lot to me. I am very
happy to have these valuable experiences. I’d like to
express my appreciation to all the people concerned such
as the DeMoyas, other people in Lakeland, the staff of
ICIEA, and my parents. Thank you very much.
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Fun visit in Lakeland

Takefumi Kado

For the first time, I realized that “seeing is believing”
is true during this trip. There are many things you will
never know until you see them with your eyes. You can
get information from TV, magazines, or newspapers
beforehand but you cannot always rely on them for the
truth.

American people use gestures a lot in conversation.
I have seen them in American dramas or even in a
presidential speech on TV. Gestures seem to be a very
convenient tool of communication. Therefore, I tried to
use a lot of gestures when I talked with my host family.
On the last day when | was about to get on the bus to
leave Lakeland, I suddenly got overwhelmed with feelings
toward my host family. The feeling was impossible to
express with the simple words, “thank you” or “I will
miss you.” I could not say anything. I was at a loss. Then
my host mother gave me a hug. At that moment I realized
once again that language was not the only way to convey
your feelings, and how strongly using gestures was a part
of American culture.

I heard people joking a lot. American people are
generally friendly and cheerful. One day, a lady scooped
water from a fountain and threw it at us. Since Japanese
people would never do such a thing to strangers as a joke,
I was a little surprised at first but the next moment we
started to spray water at each other while laughing. I think
it worked to break the ice between us and triggered us to
make friends with each other. This kind of fun spirit may
be the essence of American friendliness and liveliness.

When we observed a geography class at Saint Joseph
Academy, I was amazed that every student was using a
computer. In my high school, only teachers sometimes
use a computer and a projector to show pictures to the

class on the screen. Meanwhile, in that American school,
every student was provided with a computer and looked
at satellite pictures on Google Earth according to the
teacher’s instruction. I have never seen this kind of class
and I thought American education is much more advanced
than in Japan.

America is famous for its car society. Even in Lakeland
city, you cannot go from one place to another without a
car. On the highway, I often saw many Japanese cars like
“TOYOTA,” and in a shopping mall, I found “SONY”
electronic products. Also in the living room of my host
family there was a “NINTENDO” TV game machine.
These exported products from Japan made me think that
Japan is great. Also, Japanese animations, ninja, and sushi
were very popular and I felt proud of Japanese culture.
This feeling took the edge off my nervousness when [ was
doing my homestay.

This trip was my first time in America and I only
stayed in Lakeland for ten days. Although I could not
see deeply inside American culture, my trip was full of
surprises as soon as I got off the plane. I found many
differences between Japan and America, such as the
steering wheel being on the left side, strange traffic lights
and signs, the appearances of different races of people
walking by, and so on. It felt like I could write a book
about my impressions of America. Although I have a lot
more to write, | have run out of space.

I would like to thank everybody involved in this
program such as the Lakeland people who showed us
around, my host family, ICIEA, as well as the airport
people and shop clerks. I owe you all a lot of valuable
memories. Thank you very much.
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Memories of Lakeland

Yui Murakami

I am very happy that I could participate in the
sister city exchange program. It was a really fantastic
experience.

Although it was midnight when we arrived in

Lakeland, my host family welcomed me so warmly. The
next morning, we visited the city hall to meet the mayor,
and then I realized that I had actually come to America.
After that, we took a walk in Hollis Garden and I was
amazed to look at the many beautiful plants. Our schedule
everyday was so tight that I sometimes felt tired, yet |
am glad that I could go to many places and experience so
many things during the ten days.
[7 When we visited the Lakeland Police Department
where my host mother, Evelyn Berrazueta, works |
experienced a lot of firsts like being put in handcuffs,
being in jail, and looking at police dogs. Also, | had a
good time at Mr. McGee’s beach house, playing on the
beach and having dinner. I also went to Disneyland and
even though it was very crowded I didn’t have to wait
so long to go on the rides. At Publix, we tasted delicious
ice cream. At the Lamphers' house, where the farewell
party was held, I was so impressed by the beautiful spiral
staircase right after I came into the house.

Among these experiences, the most impressive memory
was the time I spent with my host family. They were so
kind to make my stay so comfortable. They made a great
effort to communicate with me using a dictionary and a
computer. Also, they drove me to and from the meeting
place in the early morning and late evening. Although the
time was limited with my host family, they even took me

to a supermarket, Disneyland at night, and a university

campus. I enjoyed these places and was constantly

surprised. At the supermarket, I found it interesting that
shoppers did not use a basket like in Japan but a big cart
to put items in. When I saw them opening the bag to eat
the candy inside before paying, I was shocked. What’s
more, they offered some to me. I did not know what to do.
Also, I was surprised to hear that people can get a driver
license at sixteen years of age. I realized that there are a
lot of different habits and customs in America.

My hosts, the Berrazuetas, were always a happy family
of four people: the mother, Evelyn; the son, Ryan; the
daughter, Ashley, and the nephew, Gabriel. The father
passed away because of cancer when Ashley was four.
She is seventeen years old- as old as I am- and her goal is
to become a doctor in order to find a cure for cancer. I was
moved by her story and thought she was a great person.

The trip was my first time in a foreign country and
everything felt so fresh to me. At first, I was nervous and
worried, but toward the end, I began to feel sad to leave
my host family and Lakeland. The ten days flew by and
now that [ have come back home, with a little regret I
wish I could have talked to them more. When I look at
the pictures taken with them, I remember a lot of things
like making them “somen” and “chirashi-zushi”, and
somebody breaking a chair while eating these things.

Through this trip, I could make friends with other
Japanese students and people in Lakeland. Next year
when Lakeland students come to Imabari, I want to
welcome them like the Lakeland people did me. I am
hoping Ashley and Sara will be able to come too.

Finally, I would like to thank everybody involved in this
program. Thank you
very much.
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Encounters and Memories in Lakeland

Mizuki Akase

This homestay was my first trip abroad. I was obsessed
with anxiety and excitement. The airplane was delayed
and we arrived in Lakeland late at night. However, people
in Lakeland welcomed us kindly and my host father took
me home after dinner. When I stepped into the house with
pounding heart, my host mother greeted me and showed
me to my room. In the room, there was drawing paper
which said, “WELCOME?”. I was very happy to be there
for 10 days.

The next morning, I met all the family members: father
Jimmy, mother Suzane, Conner, Elizabeth, James and
their dog Hunter. On this day we visited Lakeland City
Office and after that we did sightseeing. We had pizza for
lunch and I was very surprised to see the big size of pizza,
salad and juice: just like an image of the U.S.

On the third day in Lakeland, I went to an outdoor
concert with my host family. I was excited because it was
the first time to spend time with my host family for an
extended time. I played with Elizabeth in the park and
talked a lot, which lessened the distance between us.

The next day we went to the beach but we had to go
home soon because of an inopportune lightning storm.
When we got home, the rain stopped and we played in the
park near the house. A lot of Conner’s friends were there
and we played a game like a barley break. At first I didn’t
know the rules well, but they kindly showed me how to
play and we had fun. At night we played UNO. I found it
interesting to see their way to show delight and chagrin. It
was really American.

The next day was the host family day which I had been
waiting for! In the morning we went to church. It was the

first time to go to church and I didn’t know what to do so

I followed the family. It was an amazing experience. After
getting home, I went shopping with my host mother and
Elizabeth. At Elizabeth’s favorite shop, they sell a lot of
cute accessories. For dinner we dined out at a Japanese
restaurant, “Shingetsu”, which a Japanese lady managed.
Every family member used chopsticks there, which
surprised me. I was glad to know they were interested in
Japan.

In the cultural meeting with the junior high school
students we made origami in a group. Although they are
younger than I, they are so grown-up. We had lunch at
school and talked a lot during lunch break. On that day
we visited Lakeland Police Station and I thought the
police officer was adorable. They showed the place which
we usually cannot visit and we could pet a police dog.
Then my host mother and I picked James and Conner
up from school. We came out of the school showing our
name cards, which made me surprised for I hadn’t seen
it in Japan. On that day I played tennis for the first time.
Although I couldn’t hit at all, I had a lot of fun. Conner
looked very cool practicing tennis.

I spent the last day at Lanpher’s house. I played
in the lake. The sunset from a boat was so lovely but
simultaneously I felt lonesome.

The ten-day period in Lakeland with 13 students turned
into a memory that will be remembered for a long time.
I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to my host family.
They are a lovely family. They spoke to me slowly and
helped me to understand their English. I’ll study English
more and | want to see them again.
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Lakeland, My Dream City

Yume Murakami

Three hours at Incheon Airport, five hours at Los Angeles
Airport, our plane was delayed. Our trip to Lakeland
started with those happenings, however, I never felt
anxious. My heart was filled with expectation and
excitement.

12:00am, 14". Finally I met my host family. Among the
many families, I got an inspiration from one couple; a tall
man with gentle smile and a cheerful lady in a vivid green
T-shirt. This was my first impression of Steve and Dawn.
I think they were more like Japanese: happy, gentle and
calm. I had imagined typical Americans: big-hearted
and dynamic. On seeing them, I felt like jumping up and
down like a small child with excitement. At their home,
other family members were waiting for us: a big bulldog,
two pretty cats, and Steve and Dawn’s children, Alex and
Lilly. Alex looked dependable and Lilly looked shy. At the
moment we finished our self introduction to each other,
I became a member of my dear McCullum family. The
happiest and most precious 10 days of my life started.

On the second day of my stay, after the courtesy call to
the Mayor of Lakeland, I had a star fruit at the party in
the Hollis garden. It was sweet, juicy and very delicious.
It was like decopon, a kind of Japanese orange. After the
party, I lay down on the grass with Alex, Lilly and my
Japanese friends. It was just at sunset. So I could see the
beautiful orange sun reflecting on the surface of the lake.
Americans and Japanese were all together and took a long
look at the beautiful scenery. It was like a postcard.

On the third day at John F. Kennedy Space Center, |
was overwhelmed by a huge scale when I experienced a
shock and roaring of the launching rocket. My host family
always kindly waited for me no matter how late I went
home. So I could share what I did or think with them and
I was able to enjoy the night with them playing games and
so on. Twenty four hours passed like an arrow.

On the fourth day, we made Origami paper craft with local
students. It requires meticulous work and preciseness.
Seeing them struggling, I felt the difference between them
and us. We ate out at the restaurant that night and had
great fun making funny faces.

On the fifth day at the beach, thunder rolled with
menacing crashes. [ had never heard such terrible sounds

before. The rumbling of it was like fireworks and the earth
was moving under my feet. However, I was not scared
of it at all then. Looking back on it now, I am glad not to
have been struck by lightning.

The sixth day was Host Family Day. In the morning |
made miso-soup, the typical Japanese meal, for them. |
was worried about their reaction but they said it was good.
I was very happy to hear that. Then I visited the church
for the first time in my life. After that we had delicious
pasta Dawn cooked for us for lunch. At night we had a
home party with another host family where one of our
members stayed. I made a promise with Alex there; we
will go to a sushi-restaurant in Japan together.

On the seventh day, we went to Disneyland. To say
nothing of how wonderful it was, I felt as if | had been in
a dream or a fantasy seeing the parade and fireworks at
night.

On the eighth day, we visited The Santa Fe High School,
Saint Josef Academy, where Lilly was, and the Lakeland
Police Station.

On the ninth day, we went to watch a Major League
Baseball game, putting on a RAY'S T-shirt my host family
gave me. On the way to the stadium, we stopped to feed a
ray. | was very surprised because I never expected to see
that kind of fish at such a place.

On the tenth day, we visited a museum and a local
company. Then I joined the farewell party at another host
family’s house. They had a boat in the lake. So I tried it.
Before I got on it, they warned me saying that there were
alligators in the lake. I was scared to death when I fell into
the lake. After the party, when I packed up my suitcase,
my host family gave me a T-shirt and a photo stand. There
was a photograph of them in it. I was very sad to leave
them.

During the two weeks of my stay, I was touched by the
kindness and thoughtfulness which easily goes beyond the
differences of nationality or culture. I acutely realized the
importance of language as a communication tool. I will
study English harder than ever and go to see Steve, Dawn,
Alex and Lilly. Alex sent an email: please keep in touch. I
was deeply moved. I appreciate this precious opportunity
and those who were involved in this trip. Thank you.
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Inside the Lakeland Police Department

August 22, 2012

Lakeland Police Give Tour to Sister City Teens

Although it appears as if this
young lady is attempting to take
Officer Waterman’s motorcycle,it
is actually a staged photograph
taken as the Lakeland Police hosted
a tour through the police station
for the Imabari, Japan, Sister City
teens that were visiting the City
of Lakeland. Imabari, Japan, has

Chief Womack welcomed the
group to the police department,
posed for pictures with the group,
and answered questions. The
students were given a tour of
the police station that included
the communications center, the
police museum, a display of police
equipment, the holding facility, and
a K-9 demonstration.

been the Sister City of Lakeland
for seventeen years. Imabari sends
high school students to Lakeland
one year, and the next year Lakeland
sends students to Imabari. This

Jim VerPlanck, president of
Lakeland Sister Cities, Inc.,
accompanied the group on the tour.
Mr. VerPlanck said it is a very
rewarding program to be a part of
and they are always looking for
host families in the Lakeland area.
The Lakeland Police Department is
only one of several experiences the
students will have during their stay.
: 4 If you would
like more
information
on this
program go to
SisterCities@
lakelandgov.
net.

year 13 students participated in the
program for a 10 day stay with host
families in the Lakeland area. There
are also three chaperones with the
students.

This article and all photos appear courtesy of the Lakeland Police Department.




