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This stay in Lakeland has 
become a very precious 
exper ience for me, l ike 
a  p e a r l  b e yo nd  p r i c e . 
Especially, I will never 
forget the days spent with 
my host family. On arriving 
in Lakeland, I met my host 
family. Then we headed 
off to their house. In the 
car, I was so nervous that I 
could only ask how to say 
their names, but I got used 
to being with them. After 
getting home, I gave them 
some souvenirs from Japan, 
giving an explanation about 
each of them. When I first 
met their dog, he jumped at 
me to welcome me which 
made me happy.

My host family are Spanish 
American, so I enjoyed a lot 
of Spanish home cooking 
for dinner. As I had never 
had this kind of cuisine, 
everything was fresh to me. 
I insisted on helping with a 
lot of housework, but I am 

My family in America

sorry for not having done 
enough. I could help only 
once on the last day. When 
I cooked soumen (Japanese 
vermicell i),  I  was ver y 
happy to see them enjoy it.

I shared a room with an 
elementa r y  school  2nd 
grader, a student named 
Gabby. I enjoyed sharing 
time with her. Lying on the 
double bunk bed, watching 
horror movies, we switched 
the channel to a comedy 
when a scary scene came. 
We played volleyball using 
a bag of popcorn from the 
supermarket. 
　
I also visited their relatives 
and they treated us to a 
meal. Their relative living 
in Tampa recommended that 
sightseeing in Tampa should 
be done at night. And he 
t o ok  me  t o  dow nt ow n 
Tampa at night. There were 
a lot of discos, bars, and 
tattoo shops. We ate dinner 

in a sushi bar which was 
a modified Japanese sushi 
restaurant. I might be able to 
call it a mixture of Thai and 
Japanese style restaurants. 
On the streetcar, strangers 
were yelling at each other 
when the horn rang. It was 
like a festival.

I could hardly make myself 
understood in Engl ish. 
My host father Julio tried 
communicating with me 
using a computer translator. 
I felt that I should study 
much  h a rde r  t o  s p e a k 
E ng l i s h .  T h e n  I  t r i e d 
expressing myself using 
a single word, or broken 
English, which helped us a 
lot. When my suitcase key 
was broken, he repeated, 
“ D o n’ t  w o r r y !  D o n’ t 
worry!” 

This summer was a very 
special summer for me. 
I’d like to say thank you 
for letting me meet such 
wonderful people. 

Yoko Toyota
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訪問団員名簿

片上　裕之　	 今治市市民まちづくり推進課　交流推進係長

藤倉　晶子　	 今治市国際交流協会職員

益岡　あけみ　	 今治市国際交流協会　ボランティアスタッフ

酒井　菜央		 今治西高等学校	 	 ２年

越智　聡子		 今治西高等学校	 	 １年

勝間　哲	 	 今治南高等学校	 	 ３年

豊岡　咲	 	 今治南高等学校	 	 ３年

奥嶋　純子		 今治北高等学校	 	 ２年

大西　優子		 今治北高等学校	 	 ２年

池田　理子	 	 今治工業高等学校	 ３年

藤坂　翔太		 今治東中等教育学校	 ６年

篠原　唯紀		 今治東中等教育学校	 ５年

阿部　史香		 今治明徳高等学校	 ２年

越智　つぐみ	 今治明徳高等学校矢田分校２年

近藤　真理		 今治精華高等学校	 ２年

豊田　陽子		 今治精華高等学校	 １年

団員

引率者

団長


