Member Spotlight  Lee Anne Ledwell
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Hello! My name is Lee Anne Ledwell.
My first name is Lee, my middle name is
Anne, and my family name is Ledwell.
I know that can be confusing, but please
call me Lee Anne! I am an elementary and
junior high school ALT at both Hakata
and Omishima islands. I’'m 22 years old
and I'm from Murfreesboro, Tennessee:
a growing suburban town about 30 miles
southeast of the capital city, Nashville.
In May 2017, 1 graduated from Middle
Tennessee State University with a degree
in Foreign Languages with a concentration
in Japanese. I studied Japanese language

- and culture for four years and even studied
| abroad for one month during the summer

of 2016 at Reitaku University in Chiba
prefecture. Now, I volunteer teach two

adult English conversation classes (one on each island), but sometimes
we exchange our local dialects too. I’'m thankful for these classes because
not only do I get to teach my language and culture, but [ also gain a deeper
understanding of my new home and neighbors. In the future, I wish to
continue to teach English in other countries. Recently though I have come
to appreciate my roots despite the many improvements they need. I hope
that one day I can share with my fellow Americans what I learned in Japan
(especially concerning education) so that they can make the necessary

changes in order to grow.
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