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EDITOR'S LETTER
Kris Toryu

Hello from Canada! We often
hear about the negatives of the
internet, but there are definitely
positives. One being that as |
sit here in Canada, I can plan
and organize i-News, exactly
as [ do when I’'m Japan. It’s a
cinch! The internet also allows
us to expand our views and
experiences. Yui and Yoko
have both written articles about
educational experiences that
I’'m sure are much easier to
plan and do with the help of the
internet. [ hope you enjoy them.
You can also admire Martin’s
photo page and Andrew’s
cover art better in full-colour at
http://iciea.jp.
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About the Cover

Andrew Hofmann

Hello fellow Imabarians! Do you know the legend of
Bloody Mary? Every year on Halloween thousands

of schoolchildren in North America are dared by their
friends to conjure up her vengeful spirit. The ritual to
do this is quite simple. One goes into a dark bathroom,
stares into the mirror, and chants her name three times.
If she appears, she is often said to take the form of a
young woman covered in blood. If this sounds familiar,
you are correct; Japan has a very similar figure within
its own folklore: Hanako.

If Imabari had such a legend, what would it be? I’d like
to think it would be something like the cover: Yakitori
Yoko. Perhaps she is the lost spirit of a woman killed in
a deep fryer accident? By taunting her with a chicken
bucket, one can bring her rage-filled spirit to life.

So let’s give it a try! Please stand before a mirror, put
a bucket of chicken on your head, and chant her name
three times as loud as you can. Make sure to do it
around as many people as possible to help spread the
legend!
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SR/ Z2 (Fumi Kogoe)
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AUTUMN HAIKU
moE MoH

wH  HkE (Shigeo Tomita)

In order to encourage us to do more outdoor exercise while the weather stays nice, there is a special day
in October. So, set up for this purpose.

putting bellflowers in a vase autumn morning
this will be my study cat’s paw woke me up
for the time being like an alarm
Shiki Masaoka (Japan) Allie Lewis (U.S.A))
FHEGUT LIRS D &gk BRBE®  RoHE HIEELIC
IR R (HA) TU— VAR (TAYI)

autumn clouds outside the window

fly across the blue sky there are broken umbrellas

horses running below
Miaokun Zhong (China)

" lightning has fallen
\ Clarissa Ortez (U.S.A.)

Bz Hlkace %R LRt BhNckB cbhbha
o b (p[ED) 5V AT A (T A1)
swaying cosmos a black cape
shows the way of wind a necklace of starlight
the ceramic sky my Halloween
Takashi Miyamoto (Japan) Kelsey Cooknick (U.S.A.)
HRR aRERESS  JADE Horh BOXyILA
A E (HA) ooy —r

TV — o= (TAV71)
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International Workcamp in Imabari

I stayed in a small village in southern Thailand with
international members who consisted of two Japanese, two
Koreans, a person from France, Belgium, Germany and
Switzerland and lots of Thais. I experienced many ‘firsts’
for those 2 weeks: washing clothes by hand, flushing the
toilet with a tub of water, speaking English only, using Thai
greetings, and riding a motorbike with three people. This
was my first experience of “International Workcamp”.

Hello, I am Yui. I have organized “International
Workcamp” in Imabari for three years. You must be
wondering what “International Workcamp” is? To cut a
long story short, it is
a volunteer activity
in  which people
stay at one place
for a period of time
with other volunteer
members from all
over the world. It is
held in more than
3,000 locations, in
95 countries around
the world including [

Japan. There are
many  kinds  of
activities run by
many different
organizations:
maintaining a
forest, protecting
plants or animals,

helping organic farming, repairing traditional castles or
temples, building schools or toilets, running a festival,
etc. “International Workcamp” in Imabari helps organize
international camps and other international events for
children.

It all started from my exciting experience I wrote
about at the beginning. While continuing work related to
children, I wanted to make some opportunities for them
to have an inspiring experience as I had had as an adult.
I didn’t have these experiences when I was young. When
I thought about the situation which could offer something
extraordinary, communicating with people who grew up
in different countries and different environments, sharing
closer relationships with people other than school ALTs, I
came up with a concrete idea, an international kids camp.
Thanks to meeting with nice friends who sympathized with
my idea, cooperation from local residents and my family, I
was finally able to start a workcamp.

We’ve had three workcamps over the last three years.

Yui Tasaka

We’ve welcomed 19 volunteers from 10 countries
including Japan. It is surprising that some foreign members
come here only for this workcamp by traveling dozens of
hours by airplane and trains. Even more surprisingly, the
number of children who participated in our kids’ camps and
events has totaled more than 300!! I am really thankful to
everyone who has shown interest in our camps and joined.

The content of the workcamp is always by trial and error.
We have tried various activities: interaction with recreation
and games, cultural exchange through cooking and eating,
going to the beach, mountain climbing, making bamboo
crafts, creating a video with music, and beach cleaning.
Although each child’s
personality and
interests are different
@ and how much they
§ can  communicate
with foreign
¢ members varies, we
get reviews “It was
fun.” “I want to come

back again.” 1 am
§ more than happy if
the experience helps
children to become
interested in new
things and widen
their view.

Furthermore,
even the adults like
the volunteer staff
motivate each other
by spending time together preparing, cleaning up and
sightseeing in their free time. It makes me happy to see
everyone having fun and to hear someone say “I’ve found
what [ want to do” on the last day.

It is not easy to hold an international workcamp,
organizing all camp projects and events and arranging
activities so that all the children can enjoy them safely.
However, I want to do it again because there are children
who want to join, volunteers who are willing to help us,
and smiles I can see. For now, we have workcamps only
in summer but [ want to try in different seasons. Yet, all
the organizing staff have their own work and life, nothing
should be forced. I hope it gets to the point where people are
excited and think “Yay! It’s almost time for the workcamp!

Translated by Yui Tasaka (FHHI4%)
& Ayumi Ueno (_[BFfiE5E)
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Why do we study?

Critical thinking is an essential skill in our life.
Acquiring it requires much time and patience as well
as a lot of guidance from people around us. We can
start learning it from any age, but if everyone learns
it as they grow up, their life will be much easier. With
that skill, they can figure out many things, even those
that don't have definite answers. Critical thinking can
be taught by simply asking “why?” That powerful
question often comes out from young children who
start wondering about the world they live in. They
keep asking “Why?” and even when they get an
answer to their question, next thing they do is open
their mouth and ask “Why?” again. It never ends.
People are naturally very inquisitive and children are
amazed and excited about the world they see, but at
some point many of them stop asking that question.
When and why do they stop using this powerful
word? When do they stop getting surprised by things
like rain making sounds on the roof, leaves dancing in
the wind, birds flying in a line, the sun coming back
to the sky every morning, and the moon chasing after
them wherever they go?

As children grow up, they become busy with their
studies at school, and that's when they start putting the
word “why”” away and start to focus on doing what they
are told to do. Busy with what has been given to them,
they forget about the questions inside of themselves
as well as the joy of figuring things out. At school,
it cannot be denied that they mostly study to get a
good score on the entrance exam to “efficiently” get
a “better” life. If there are any learning opportunities
that are not helpful to getting a good score, students
tend to consider them as not worth doing because it is
not efficient to spend time and energy on something
irrelevant to the test. So they keep memorizing facts,

1
EDVcATION 15 NOT

THE LEARNING OF FACTS,
BUT TRAINING THE MIND

TO THINK.
- ALRERT EINSTEIN

Yoko Rivera

facts about history and facts about science and so on,
but what does the knowledge of facts do for them?

Ever since we started our life in this world, we have
always been developing ourselves to have a “better”
life. Owning many more things or building up a career
in a big company used to be the symbol of a better
life. If you had a good job and lived in a big house or
if you had an expensive car, people may have thought
you were successful. Maybe you could even add a
big dog in your successful life too. To have such a
life, we were always forced to compete with others.
Being behind someone was not acceptable, so we
kept trying to get everything done efficiently. It seems
efficiency started covering a huge part of the value
of our life from some point in history, but it is also
dealt with incorrectly. What is the aftermath of being
incorrectly efficient then? Well, now we have become
unnecessarily busy. We have a full schedule every day
because we can travel far away with a car, because we
can contact anyone instantly, because we have such a
“better” life. Efficiency, however, can sometimes kill
the most important parts of our life. For example, by
using chemicals on a vegetable field to get rid of little
insects, it looks like it's more efficient for growing
vegetables. But eventually the land will be ruined
and the food will hurt people. Insects may eat the
vegetables, but they also help the land become rich.
Using chemicals may help farmers to harvest better-
looking vegetables. In a short term, that may look
more beneficial and more efficient, however, in the
long term, it is not, because nothing good would come
out from the damaged soil.

Similarly, students are busy from morning to night
with school, after school activities, and socializing
with their friends. It's all for learning more
things more efficiently and efficiently
having good relationships with their
friends, but do all these things sound
healthy? Is it really more efficient when
a student spends so many hours studying
that they are too tired to remember it? Or
if they get so used to having answers given
to them that they lose the ability to ask
questions by themselves? In the end, their
efficiency is not truly efficient. By blindly
pursuing efficiency more and more, they
made their world into an over-complicated
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maze. When do they have time to find what they want,
or analyze and critically think about something?

In response to this problem, many families abroad
have started homeschooling. In homeschooling,
children get educated at home. Usually parents or
other family members become their teacher. Children
can spend less time studying, but they still cover all
the things they are supposed to, so they have more free
time. They can read, or they can go out and explore
the world. They can learn how to use computers and
create something. They can do anything they want
because everything they do can become a learning
opportunity.

It may sound way too risky to those who believe in
the established educational system because it sounds
very inefficient from their point of view, but in fact,
that kind of education is really important nowadays.
With Al taking over a lot of jobs, we can not count
on the jobs that exist
now. One Oxford
study from 2013 says
that Al will take over
47 percent of our
current jobs. Since Al
cannot think critically
yet, most of those
jobs will be simple
ones, and the keys to
surviving the future
job market will be
our brain power and
the ability to create
new jobs. As a result,
many children now
will have a job in the
future that does not even exist yet. For example, 15
years ago, no one would have suspected that people
would be making apps for cell phones, but now it is
a major industry. Our future is more unpredictable
than ever before. We need to be more flexible about
everything. Education does not always have to
happen in a classroom. It does not always have to be
at a desk. It does not have to be one way. This does
not mean that one way of education is ultimately
better. Every way of education has its strengths and
weaknesses. It's about choosing how each child
wants to design their life. Just like they choose food
to make their body, they should be able to choose
what they put in their brain to make their mind.

Recently, we often hear about students who do not
want to attend school. There might be many reasons
for that, but not going to public school doesn't mean

their life 1s over or that they want to stop learning,
either. There are alternative education opportunities
everywhere. People often tend to pity those children
who choose not to go to school, or they may even
question if they are ok. Of course they are ok. There
are so many ways to achieve goals. They can learn
how to be independent and be proud of themselves
from the path they choose. They don't have to walk
on the same path to the future as everyone else. There
are children who actually “choose” to stay out of
school. Their reason is not always because they have
troubles going to school, but sometimes they are
seeking something different or something specific for
their life. Let's ask ourselves why we all study. What
do we educate ourselves for? Do we study to go to
school, or do we go to school to study? Or maybe it
doesn't matter if there is a school or not. Either way,
we can keep learning anyway in any environment.

In a time when advancing technology leaves our

current skills with less and less value every year, we
cannot depend on the given environment. We need to
start improving ourselves spontaneously and through
our own volition. We are living in such an amazing
world. We can learn pretty much anything online
nowadays. We meet people from the opposite side
of the world and socialize with them. New jobs are
created and lost every year. What we need or what we
will need keeps changing every second, but one thing
we will always need is critical thinking so that we can
keep choosing what is really important and what is
not, so that we can form peaceful relationships with
all kinds of people in the world. Whatever way it is, as
long as we learn how to think critically and how to be
respectful to others, education can happen anywhere.
Being efficient in a correct way and knowing what is
really valuable in our life will bring us a better future.
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The Vertical C




1ty Hong K

Photo & Text By Martin Samoy

‘When I travel somewhere, planning is very easy: photography
and food. For the pictures ‘it was great’ or for the food ‘wow,
it was fantastic’. The vertical city is a dream for photography,
especially at night. Everything is changing: the atmosphere,
the colour and the city itself.

I really enjoy taking pictures in this city because it is so
unique in its vertical size, so unique in its variation of
architecture and so unique in its historical aspects.

When you are in Hong Kong, you are not looking at your
level, but always up or from down to up. Anyway, the dream
of the city starts when you're landing at Hong Kong airport
and will finish when you are taking off from the place. It’s just
too good not to be not known.

I do love this city and you will too.

WEICZ VA BH] (FHE) v—=Fv - HET

ﬂ\z‘z)}_ R FHET 2 2 L3 E T HEH

EE&Q«%T? ﬁﬁéﬁéwmeieb
“oJT ZITRRNGNZBYD Thdh, FEHKL 2
Vo 1 TY, |EICZOZBMIEHE 22 ICIZEONT
T, B, 2TOLOPBIELST0EET,
gei. ta, HIARDS, FAlZ C ORI CHEEZ RS DML
WY, |MEIKZRZ MO L=—7 I, Bl
MOEERGI 0= & BROLI=—7 &,
bl DEHBIIVDZ L E, DRI-OABROEID DR
RiwTlid, WoObZREIVEVLDOERLD, B
BT TL 9, Lo FHHkeEcEET 2 &
EVEOMDOIHE D T, 2 I 2HiFET 2 L EEOND
BbHTT, HBEDVICHLEES LLOTHSTITZWS
NRWEFZDOTY, FMEZOEBRIFETY, bkl
LRICABTLE I,

F D Z (Rie Hato)
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-Voices
Who is your celebrity crush? Why?
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I do not have a celebrity crush. However one celebrity

I would like to meet is broadcaster David Attenborough.
He studied natural science and become the well-known
voice on programmes such as, The Blue Planet, The
Hunt and Planet Earth to name a few. C.M.

My celebrity crush is Chris Hemsworth. My reasons
are pretty straightforward: he’s handsome and funny. I
haven’t done any research to know anything else about
him though. A.W.

My celebrity crush is Suming. He is a native Taiwanese
singer. His voice and songs are so cool! He produces
‘Amis Music Festival’ aiming at promoting native
Taiwanese culture and regional development. You can
enjoy music, dance and food as much as you like at Dulan
village on November 11th. Don’t miss it!

It’s Makoto Fujita, the Japanese actor. He had appeared in
many series of long-running dramas. Although he is not
very handsome, his relaxed and sympathetic character
fascinated me. I never feel uncomfortable to watch his
dramas.

My celebrity crush is [.U. She is a good singer and has a
cute look. Also she appears in many dramas and is very
good at acting.

Sir David Attenborough. He may be old, but he is one of
the smartest people alive.
Hyun Bin, because he is cool! : ) A.N.

13
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My celebrity crush is Yukimi Nagano, a half Japanese,
half Swedish singer-songwriter from the band Little
Dragon. She’s a talented song writer and a cool dancer.

In the present tense my wife but in the past tense Nellie
Kim. She was a gold-medal winning gymnast from
the mid-Seventies. She had this moon-faced Eurasian
appearance and stoic demeanour. G.B.

BrhlE->T32 05D TRAEVOTTA, FAD K
ERHEX. T T4V R A=Y 2 T DL S R
IWFa—)V- Ry TCEEBS LV ERVET, F
Y—F ¥ —F > THENATESE TN, B
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HF RS A T AN, AR, &S —T 27 Mk
B CENRAR T 2RI ZE LTINS L0 S
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P RADRERO I HID THEE E WS ST
2R S BT NI B, F e, R IR A2 Wi A <FF
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OMFE /NG AH—L YR -IN BT,
ETEELVENSTZF TR WE DT, k4 75 il
RENMEEHETWAHH T,

It’s not really a crush, but one of my favorite actors is
David Suchet. I think the way he plays Hercule Poirot
is amazing. If I’d have had to choose someone to squeal
over, it would be Hoshino Gen. - I so love his smile. U.M

As I always have a crush on the actor of the current
Korean drama that I’'m watching, it’s hard to decide on
only one person. The settings for their characters are
always super-rich and good-looking. Above all things,
they love their partner in good faith even if she is not too
hot! I know it would never happen though! lol

My celebrity crush is Kumakusu Minakata. Thanks to
him, I learned about myxomycete (slime moulds) for the
first time. He has extensive knowledge about various
subjects and I respect him a lot.

My celebrity crush would be Scarlett Johansson. Not
only is she very beautiful, but she also takes varied and
interesting roles in movies. D.W.

AR A T~ (Akiko Tokura)
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How to Plan the Perfect Halloween Costume
Kelsey Cooknick

It's no secret that Halloween is my favorite holiday. I put a lot of effort into my
costumes, often thinking about what I want to be months in advance. Today, let's talk 55
about how to plan and put together the perfect Halloween costume. ¥

Planning your costume

The first part of planning your costume is to decide what you want to be. This can be an
easy or a difficult decision, depending on how creative you are (or how much you love
Halloween). I recommend making a list or a picture board to help organize your ideas.
Next, you should ask yourself some questions to help you narrow down your list. Do you
want to buy or make your costume? What is your budget? Where will you be wearing it?
These questions can help you to decide what costume is perfect fit for you.

Putting together your costume

With your budget and skills in mind, it’s time to make, buy, or put together your costume.

When making a costume, you must decide if you want to sew it or modify an existing piece of clothing. Making it from scratch
can be really rewarding; however, it often takes more time and skill. Modifying is an easy way to make a costume with minimal
skill. If you can sew or work a glue gun, you can easily modify a costume.

Buying a costume is great if you’re a busy person. If you want to buy a complete costume, I recommend checking out amazon.
jp for the best deals. My costume actually came from Amazon this year.

Putting together your costume is the happy medium between making and buying. You can buy existing pieces and combine
them to make the perfect costume. I recommend checking out recycle shops/secondhand stores if you want to put together your
costume. One example of an easy secondhand costume is a witch. All you need is a black dress, striped tights, and a witch’s hat
from Daiso.

There you have it; my quick and easy tips for creating the perfect Halloween look. Happy haunting, boys and ghouls~
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My Japanese friends often ask me to cook "American" food. It's difficult
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R I G G G |
OO WN_O

A
<

. Cook the elbow macaroni as directed on the package.

. Drain and set to the side.

. Melt 2 tablespoons butter in a pan. Lightly toast the bread crumbs.
. Set to the side.

. Melt 1/4 cup butter in a large saucepan.

. Once butter is melted, slowly stir in flour. Try to keep the flour from clumping. Note: | usually only add some of the flour at this point.
. Slowly stir in the milk.

. Stir in flour slowly until the sauce is a little thick. You don't have to use all of the flour.

16.

175°CICENL 724 — 72 T30 BEVT L 2 &\,
AR 7 LT (Teruko Sera)

Baked Macaroni and Cheese

Anna Whiteman

for me, because | don't know many "American" recipes. Usually | just
freestyle cook with whatever ingredients | have. If | do know a recipe, Ingredients
it's usually not American. 230 g uncooked elbow macaroni

Recently I've been turning to cheesy foods. Covering a whole dish in 2 cups shredded sharp cheddar cheese
cheese seems pretty American. This time | decided to make "baked (But that's hard to find in Japan so | use shredded mixed
mac and cheese" for my island friends. They enjoyed it, and | hope you cheese).
do too! 1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
3 cups milk

1/4 cup butter

2 1/2 tablespoons flour

2 tablespoons butter

1/2 cup bread crumbs

Paprika

gainbow pepper (mixed peppercorns)
alt

Slowly stir in the shredded cheese.
. Slowly stir in the Parmesan cheese. Add a little salt and pepper.

. Put tin foil in a baking pan. Place half the macaroni in the baking pan.

. Pour about half the sauce on the macaroni and mix well.
. Pour the rest of the macaroni in the pan.

. Pour the rest of the sauce on the macaroni. Mix well.

. Sprinkle the bread crumbs on top.

. Sprinkle some paprika on top.

Bake in the oven for 30 minutes at 175C.
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QUICK LANGUAGE

English? A piece of cake!
Kris Toryu

Anyone who'’s studied English for any length of time knows that the English language is filled with some crazy expressions. It
can be hard to know how to use them, so many people avoid them, sticking to the basic words or expressions they learned at
the beginning of their studies. That’s fine, but it certainly makes your language more colourful and interesting if you do try to
use some of these idiomatic expressions. To make it a little easier for you, I've made a short list of expressions that mean
‘easy’. They are all interchangeable with the word ‘easy’, so you should have no trouble trying to use them.

Do you like cake? Is it easy to eat cake? If your answer is yes and yes, then this expression is for you. ‘A piece of cake’
means ‘That was easy’. A conversation might go like this:

A: Can you open this jar for me?

B: Sure! (opens jar) Piece of cake.

Perhaps you prefer pie instead of cake? There is a similar expression that involves pie. Pie is also quite enjoyable and easy to
eat. Hence, ‘It’s as easy as pie’ to talk about something simple to do. NOTE: the pie expression must be preceded by ‘as
easy as’, but ‘piece of cake’ does not.

In fact, there are several ‘as easy as’ expressions in English:

‘Aseasyas 123

‘Aseasyas AB C’

Learning how to count and to say your ABCs, are some of the first things children learn, thus they are considered easy.

Two more expressions are ‘It’s a cinch’ or ‘It’s a breeze’. You can use these as is to describe something that's easy to do.
For example:

A: Have you ever made miso soup?

B: Sure, it's a cinch.

Or you can use them with a verb:

A: It's a breeze to use the expressions discussed in this article!!
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0 DVD RECOMMENDATIONS M

Happy Halloween

RECOMMENDATIONS

L F4& (Chie Akiyama)
Hotel Transylvania (2012) - €AX&Z—<KT IV

In 1895, Dracula builds a resort in Transylvania, hidden from the humans, to raise his beloved daughter Mavis in a
safe environment. In the present, the place is the Hotel Transylvania, where monsters bring their families to vacation
far from the frightening humans. Dracula invites his friends - Frankenstein and his wife Eunice; Wayne and Wanda,
the werewolves; Griffin, the invisible man; Murray, the mummy; among others - to celebrate the 118th birthday of
Mavis. When the party is ready to start, the 21-year-old Jonathan is walking through the forest and stumbles upon the
hotel. Dracula sees Jonathan and disguises him as a monster to hide Jonathan from the guests. But Mavis also sees
Jonathan and Dracula forces him to pose as a monster. Soon Mavis believes that Jonathan is the “zing” of her life
despite the advice of her father about humans.

18955 . FZ¥aFd. ABDSENTEBEAM T REREBRETE CADIT FSUVILNZTIT) I - ekS. &
[ FSUDIVNAZT RTIVIZRY . NEEEME DHFENSEEHN T, EVRI—ENRIRE—RIT/N\ 7T —2avIT%D
CEMNTERGBMITHE STV FIFaTEF. REDTIIUTULaBAUPEDIZ—X REDTAVEETDETUL,
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HOTENARIZBEDDT ., SaFHoMEEDIRFRF IE2EELRAA T,

<Cast and Credits>

Directed by : Genndy Tartakovsky
Produced by : Michelle Murdocca
Starring : Adam Sandler, Andy Samberg
Distributed by : Columbia Pictures

Dark Shadows (2012) - #—0<v Ko

In the year 1752, Joshua and Naomi Collins, with young son Barnabas, set sail from Liverpool, England to start a
new life in America. Two decades pass and Barnabas (Johnny Depp) has the world at his feet-or at least the town of
Collinsport, Maine. The master of Collinwood Manor, Barnabas is rich, powerful and an inveterate playboy...until
he makes the grave mistake of breaking the heart of Angelique Bouchard (Eva Green). A witch, in every sense of the
word, Angelique dooms him to a fate worse than death: turning him into a vampire, and then burying him alive. Two
centuries later, Barnabas is inadvertently freed from his tomb and emerges into the very changed world of 1972. He
returns to Collinwood Manor to find that his once-grand estate has fallen into ruin. The dysfunctional remnants of the
Collins family have fared little better, each harboring their own dark secrets.

1752, 233227 - a) o REFAZ- )V RXIEHWNBFN—FNRERITHI-LBEFFIIROHDI=HIZ. TAYAIZRAIFTT
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RIFBX o770 )=V BERLYLEBALWNVERAEEG DTS BET 7o/ (TITL, EHITEEEHIZLE
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[CHEVBEBZFLLENLELL TV, oy 77

<Cast and Credits>

Directed by : Tim Burton

Produced by : Richard D. Zanuck
Starring : Johnny Depp, Michelle Pfeiffer
Distributed by : Warner Bros. Pictures

Please check the websites for local theater information in Imabari
United Cinema  http://www.unitedcinemas.jp/imabari/film.php
i-Cinema http://e-takeone.com/icinema/index.html

Aeon Cinema  http://www.aeoncinema.com/cinema/imabari/
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SONG OF SURVIVAL
Women Interned

Helen COLIJN

A recent discussion with a friend reminded me of a book I
had read some 20 years ago. I read it again and am again
moved as much as I was at my first reading. The book is
autobiographic. It is written by Helen Colijn, a Dutch woman
who was interned for more than 3 years in a camp in
Indonesia during the Second World War. The book tells the
story of how her family was living in Indonesia, how they
wanted to leave when the war started and how their ship was
bombed and sunk. They managed to reach the shore alive, but
could not stay free from the Japanese enemy, they were
interned. Though their imprisonment conditions were severe,
this story is not so much the story of war imprisonment and
unbearable conditions. The imprisonment is only the
background for a wonderful story of how these women were
able to survive and keep hope under difficult conditions. They
created a vocal orchestra, singing not words but sounds.
Singing music from famous composers originally written for
piano or orchestra. They sang it as they remembered it. This
music was so powerful that even the Japanese camp guards,
the imprisoned women’s enemies, came to listen.

The book “Song of survival — women interned”, led to the
production of a documentary movie ‘“Paradise Road” and to
the CD “Paradise Road, the song of survival” with the music
of this movie.

Since I am not able to be more precise or more concise,
hereunder is the citation of the text written by Helen Colijn as
it appears on the CD-booklet.

“The music on this CD, as heard in Paradise Road, is
called "vocal orchestra music" — women singing music
written for piano or orchestra. During the Second World
War this innovative music helped a group of women to
survive a wartime situation in the Dutch East Indies that
had been occupied by Japan. (The Dutch colony became
Indonesia in 1949.)

From April, 1942, to the end of the war in August, 1945,
an average of six hundred Australian, British and Dutch
women and children were interned in a Japanese camp
on the island of Sumatra. They were plucked from their
South Sumatra homes or were survivors of evacuation
vessels that left Singapore but were sunk in the Bangka
Strait. Among the Dutch internees were my two teenage
sisters and myself.

For three-and-a-half years all of us lived packed together
in houses or ramshackle barracks. We never had enough
to eat or medicines to treat rampant malaria, dysentery
and beriberi. We never received news about the progress
of the war, about husbands and fathers in P.O.W. or
men's camps, or relatives in other women's camps. (The
Japanese interned close to a hundred thousand non-
Asian civilians in the Dutch East Indies.) We had no
books to read nor instruments to play. But we did have
our voices.

Blanca van Hasselt

Groups of women sang popular songs in English or in
Dutch. When after a year no one could remember any
new ones, two of the British women created the vocal
orchestra. Margaret Dryburgh, a Presbyterian
missionary in Singapore, long-time piano teacher, and
church organist, wrote from memory scores of piano and
orchestra works. Norah Chambers, a government
engineer's wife in Malaya, helped Miss Dryburgh
rearrange the scores for four voices, and during secret
rehearsals, conducted a new Dutch/English choir of
thirty women, including my sisters. The impact of the first
concert on December 27, 1943, on all of us was
tremendous. Instead of the popular songs we expected,
the glorious sounds of the Largo of Dvorak's New World
filled the compound, followed by more music by Bach,
Beethoven, Chopin, and Tchaikovsky. The music seemed
a miracle among the hunger, disease, rats, cockroaches,
bedbugs and smell of latrines. The music reinforced our
sense of human dignity. We could rise above it all. We
would struggle on.

In the year that followed, the vocal orchestra gave
several more concerts. It built up a repertoire of thirty
pieces, including Ravel's Bolero and traditional works
like "Auld Lang Syne." When almost half the singers had
died from malnutrition and tropic diseases, the vocal
orchestra sang no more.

After our release, the singers' vocal orchestra scores lay
forgotten. However, in 1981 my sister Antoinette, in
Washington, D.C., donated her vocal orchestra collection
to Stanford University in Palo Alto, California. This gift
led to concerts by the Peninsula Women's Chorus to
make a tape for the Stanford Archive of Recorded Sound,
to the Song of Survival documentary telecast in the USA
and other countries, to my book, Song of Survival —
Women Interned, (White Cloud Press, 1995), to the
publication of Song of Survival sheet music and, finally,
to the making of this feature film, Paradise Road.”

The songs of the movie are by the Dutch “Malle Babbe
Women’s Choir”. It has been producing concerts many times
in several countries. I know that in 2005 a concert was given
in Yokohama. It was organised by a Dutch-Japanese team in
order to promote peace and reconcile former enemies as was
the case between the Dutch and the Japanese people during
the Second World War in Indonesia.

For the scores:

https://library.stanford.edu/blogs/stanford-libraries-blog/2015/05/

songs-survival-vocal-music-women-pows
and
https://singingtosurvive.com/
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https://library.stanford.edu/blogs/stanford-libraries-blog/2015/05/
songs-survival-vocal-music-women-pows
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INFORMATION ocrosir Novemser 2017
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v 7 Barbeque Picnic in Asakura

ICIEA is holding its annual popular BBQ picnic in
Asakura. Participants will be able to enjoy delicious
barbecue meal and beautiful surroundings while listening
to fun bluegrass music!

Date: November 19h (Sun)

Time:11:00 to 14:00

Venue: Asakura Ryokusui Park

Fee: ICIEA members: 1,000yen

Non-members:1,800yen

International community:800yen

Apply: ICIEA at info@jiciea.jp
We can provide a ride from Imabari station.
* Reservation required.
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TEL: 0898-34-5763 / Email:info@iciea.jp / http://www.iciea.jp/

ICIEA EF#RBMEADSH S Open Office Day

9 B30 H (&%) Sat. Sep. 30th 1:00pm ~ 5:15pm
108 1H (B) Sun.Oct.1st 8:30am ~ 5:15pm

11 B4 H (&) Sat. Nov. 4th 1:00pm ~ 5:15pm
11 A5H (B) Sun.Nov.5th 8:30am ~ 5:15pm

ICIEA opens the office on the first weekend of every month. We hope
this will be a good opportunity for people who are interested in our
activities to come and visit us. The schedule is subject to change due
to upcoming events. Please look at the ICIEA website to make sure
the date.
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Shimanami Speech Summit — Sky's the Limit -
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Shimanami Speech Summit E#/EE-mailimabarienglish@gmail.com
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Dec 10th, 2017 from 10 A.M. @ Shimanami Earth Land Gakushu tou
Contact: imabarienglish@gmail.com

There will be speech presentations in the morning, and
workshops in the afternoon.The workshops will be by three
different presenters:“Working Memory” “Communication”,
and “Kleptomania and CEDAW”

>|+EE-
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Schedule of Nihongo Support Class 2
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108 1 H | 1:30 ~3:00 PM | ICIEASATEERARHS
108 148 | £ | 1:30~3:00PM | NPOR—ht>2—
1A 5H H | 1:30 ~3:00PM | ICIEA

114 18H + [ 1:30~3:00PM | NPOFR—FE>Z—
NPOH7R—htz>42— NPO Support Center

4SBT B=ERT8 T B 1%&55%5 (8-1-55 Bekku-cho)

Emergency Hospitals for October 2017

B |1 |12|3|4|5]6|7|8|9|wof11|2]13]|14]15

16

17 |18 11920 | 21 | 22|23 |24 |25]|26|27 |28 |29

ke |A|[F|D Allr|B|lJy]|lGg|c|[D|[A|B|u]|a

D

C|!1(H|[B]|DJ|J|G|[I|B|A

A. Shiraishi Hospital (i-map D-4) 32-4135( BH& &k )

B. Kinara Hospital ( i-mepa5) 23-0634 ( AKIRIHET )

C. Imabari Central Hospital (i-map E3) 22-5251 ( 5Bt MR )
D. Daichi Hospital ( i-map Outlying area H-4 ) 23-1650 ( &£ —
E. Kosei Hospital ( i-map C-3 ) 22-0468 ( Jt & 5/[T )

k)

F Hirose Hospital( i-map E of J-5 ) 47-0100 ( /& #fKkR )

G.Setoreka | Hospid ( i-map D-6 ) 23-0655 ( 35 N 5T)

H Saiseikai Hospital ( City—map H5) 47-2500 ( F4 &¥EkT )

I. Ehime Prefectual Hospital ( City—map H3 ) 32-7111 (&%&kT)
J. Shimin Hospital ( i-map A5 ) 22-7611 (EEixH RHERF)

*If you have an emergency, contact 119 or the institution which corresponds to the date you are calling.
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Member Group and Corporation of I.C.1.E.A.
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ICIEA is seeking sponsorship from individuals or corporations who are interested in joining ICIEA.
As a member we hope for your understanding and cooperation in creating more involvement in
international oriented programs in Imabari city.
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Member Spotlight = —[sose caton [ - 555>

Hello, my name is Jose Catalan. I’'m currently an ALT at Imabari Higashi. [ am 26 years old. [ was born in
Montclair, California, but was raised in Atlanta, Georgia. One thing you need to know about Georgians is that we love to drink
Coca-Cola and southern sweet tea. [ was born in America, but my parents are from Mexico. Therefore, I can speak English
and Spanish. Also, at the moment, | am trying to learn Japanese. I have three wonderful sisters. My major is international
business. In the future, [ will try to work for an international company like Coca-Cola or Starbucks. Every morning, I go for a
forty minute run and after that, I do fifteen minutes of jump rope. Since I have a different lifestyle in Japan, I like to be active.
Also, I play sponge tennis with Japanese friends twice a week. When I am not working or exercising, I like to relax by
watching anime, movies or Japanese dramas. My favorite anime are Fairy Tail, Saint Seiya, and Dragon Ball. When I have
time off from work, I like to travel. I am planning to visit all the prefectures in Shikoku. I listen to many kinds of music which
include English, Spanish, and Japanese songs. My favorite Japanese artists are Mizuki Nana and LiSa. I have joined a hiking
club and once a month, we go to different places to hike, hang out, and meet new people. Living in Japan has changed my life
because never in a million years, would I have joined a club. I do enjoy my life here because I get to do new things. Let’s see
what new adventure awaits me!
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AR B IR (Chiyoko Miyazaki)

1-News Staff & Contributors voko rivera Ve BT

Jose Catalan i s I A N Nobuko Kamimura R
Kelsey Cooknick TN — O I7=w) Fumi Kogoe AN L <
Nathan Crocker Ay - 7ayh— Kasumi Matsubara M nAd
Andrew Hofmann 7Y RYa—h72v Chiyoko Miyazaki Wi T
Martin Samoy v—Fv - YET Mayuko Nitta WrH HEAET
Blanca Van Hasselt TI7vh Ty e nyEILE Sawako Sasama fEf Aernr-
Anna Whiteman T RTA Y Teruko Sera R i1+
Yui Tasaka K & Akiko Tokura e T
Shigeo Tomita =H HEf Ayumi Ueno L TS
Chie Akiyama il Tz Michie Yanagihara MR SERE
Rie Hato Hig bz Kris Line Toryu B VR

The i-News is a service of the Imabari International Exchange Association and is printed free of charge by
the city, You can find it on the information desk at City Hall, at ICIEA Office, Imabari Station and the
Library. To have i-News mailed to you, send one 140yen stamp per issue and your address to:

Imabari City International Exchange Association 1-1-16 1F Kitahorai-cho Imabari-shi 794-0028

Tel: 0898-34-5763 / Email:info@iciea.jp / http://iciea.jp

Produced by i-News volunteer staff
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