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About the Cover

Andrew Hofmann
This month’s cover seeks to capture the essence of one
of my favorite late summer and early autumn activities,
pumpkin chucking, which begins all across the country in
August and culminates with the world championship in
November.

The goal of the competition is simple: chuck a pumpkin as
far as possible using only mechanical methods. This means
that one cannot use electricity or chemical reactions such
as gunpowder. To this end, creative builders design and
assemble catapults, trebuchets, and an assortment of air
cannons to hurl the orange vegetables across a giant field.

The sport is relatively young, but it has taken the amateur
building community by storm. The world championship is
televised and often used to promote science education for
children, as physics and engineering play a large role in
successfully lobbing the overgrown gourds.

Even our cousins in Europe have taken an interest in
the sport. Competitions now occur in Germany, the
Netherlands, and Belgium, with the latter hosting the
European Championship.

So, what do you say, Imabari? Grab a pumpkin, build some
medieval siege equipment, and join us!
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