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L-Voices

What has been the most meaningful cultural experience
you’ve ever had while living in Japan?
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I didn’t receive anything from my daughters on that day.
But at their wedding days, each of them unexpectedly
expressed big words of appreciation. That’s the most
fantastic applause from them I reckon.

I guess | knew about Mother’s Day when | was little,
however I am not sure I knew about Father’s Day. I
remember that it was a surprise for me to hear ‘Happy
Father’s Day’ from my children. My memory is that |
could not say, ‘Happy Father’s Day’ to my father.

On my 16" birthday, my father gave me this advice:
‘What’s important in your life is to drive yourself forward,
while casting aside your doubts and ambivalence. Don’t
worry much, but live with a smile.” These are my favorite
words and I still have them posted on my wall.

My father passed away when I was 21 years old. [ am 64
years old this year and have lived eight years longer than
my father. I have a good memory of him when I was an
elementary school student. He gave me ripe persimmon,
which was picked from our garden and chilled until I
came home. It was so delicious.

My father did not contribute a lot to child-rearing, just
like most men of his generation. However, he has one
episode to be proud of himself as a young father. During
an earthquake, he didn’t drop me even though he was
standing in an unstable spot.

Happy Father’s Day! Years ago, my father took me fishing
at a river. We rode our bikes along the narrow country
roads and enjoyed fishing and the natural beauty.

My father has always wished he could '
speak English well. However, the only
sentence he ever comes up with is “This
is a pen.”.
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