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Howdy.

My name is Emmanuel Jamal Harper; most folks just call me “Manny” so feel free to do the same. An import of the American south, I was born and raised
in Charlotte, North Carolina, a state known for unhealthy soda, racing, and damn good barbeque. I reside on Uoshima in Kamijima, a collection of islands
in the Seto Inland Sea. We’re in Ehime but closer to Hiroshima-ken, so we like our okonomiyaki and oysters with some good ‘ol fashioned Carp flair. I
enjoy mountains, summer breezes, strong, bitter coffee, and loose-leaf tea. I am fascinated by nature, space, quantum physics, creepy things, abandoned
buildings, the way evening paints things in quiet, dying sunlight, and spirituality. I typically find normal things a drag. I
tried being normal once and it just felt weird.
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Ironic.

Anyway. I’'m obsessed with words. In high-school, when I drifted between sleep and consciousness, I often heard a book
being read. Upon waking, all memories vanished. Since then, I’ve held two things sacred: words and stories. Everyone is
a book, a story unto themselves. I have been many things in life: student, soldier, friend and fool. But this remains
unchanged: I am a writer — maybe not by trade but by raison d’etre.

Inspired by my Japanese teacher, I became a teacher to help kids see a piece of the world they may not have seen, and
help them use English to interact with our world in many ways.

Sorry if I rambled. Nice to meet you.
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The i-News is g service of the Imabari International Exchange Association and is printed free of charge by
the city, You can find it on the information desk at City Hall, at ICIEA Office, Imabari Station and the
Library. To have i-News mailed to you, send one 140yen stamp per issue and your address to:

Imabari City International Exchange Association 1-1-16 1F Kitahorai-cho Imabari-shi 794-0028

Tel: 0898-34-5763 / Email:info@iciea.jp/ http://iciea.jp
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