I Miss Communication

Emmanuel J. Harper

So, my friend texted me this morning saying she was going to the (X & 9 > A (salon). Worried, I asked her why she was
going to the hospital (I} & 9 \»A). She responded she was getting a haircut. Oh. Oops. I’m hoping someone will find this as
funny as I did.

Lately, I’ve been thinking about getting lost in translation. Sometimes, I simply can’t “Japanese.” Japanese has fewer sounds
to work with than English. So if you aren’t listening properly, you end up eating a summer term (B ] — 2> ¥) instead of an

oyster (7> X), or seizing illegal persimmons (fifi — > ¥) instead of firearms (K#7 — 2> Z). Even on days when I suck at

Japanese, I must teach in Japanese for some of my classes. I can hold a conversation, but teaching in my second language?
Hm...5 ko &.

However, communication is not just words. Visuals are huge. I have no problem understanding someone when they flip me
the bird. Contrarily, we have had people in our lives who speak our mother tongue and we sti// can’t understand them.

But for all of our differences that create our petty, stupid wars and frustrations, mankind has much to share beyond words. |
sometimes play table tennis with the residents here. They speak very fast and often use words my years of study have never
even exposed me to. And yet, we all laugh. Laughter requires no translation. The sweat we shed on the hardwood floors binds
us in a way words cannot. Sometimes, that is enough.

Don’t let the frustrations get you down. Remember that you are human and that being confused and looking stupid comes
with the package. Don’t worry, you aren’t alone!
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