My most meaningful cultural experience in Japan so far
must have been the Onmaku festival, not only because
it was the first Japanese festival I ever attended, but also
because I was a part of it. It was everything I expected
it to be and more! The dances, the colours, the smell of
delicious food, the people and the impressive fireworks at
the end made me forget about the unbearable hot weather
and I felt like I was a part of something extraordinary,
something meaningful. It made me see Japan from a
different perspective and I was not disappointed.
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I enjoyed dressing up in a yukata and geta to go watch the
Hojo fireworks. The yukata really made the experience
feel so much more Japanese. Plus I got to sit and eat
Japanese food with Japanese people. It was great fun.
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It’s really hard to choose just one experience, but the
experiences that have made me feel like I’'m really living
in Japan and have been welcomed into the life here
have been the small experiences eg. Picking mikans in
December on the mountainside; making mochi a couple
of days before the New Year holiday with my family. I
still remember my first time doing these things and now I
do them every year; they were fun Japanese experiences
the first time I did them, but now they have become my
traditions. That is meaningful to me.
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Pinpointing one [experience] is difficult; but I have to say
being able to experience Japanese Archery, or Kyuudo
would be the most unique and meaningful.
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