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What has been the most meaningful cultural experience

you’ve ever had while living in Japan?
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Nocking, drawing, and loosing my first arrow in
Kyudou, after several months of training. It was truly a
memorable experience, which, barring the development
of some neurodegenerative illness, I will carry with me
forever.

I think the most significant cultural experience has been
involvement in club activities. It helps me to become
closer with everyone involved, be they the coworkers in
charge of the school club, the students I get to cheer for,
or just community members that I have similar interests
to. This more than anything has helped me learn more
about Japanese culture in many ways and most of all has
made me feel a part of the local community.

My most meaningful cultural experiences have been
Cosplay events I attended. Some things differ from
German events, so [ can observe parts of Japanese
culture. Also, it’s a wonderful day I can spend with
friends.

I love Japanese culture. But the festivals and food
and dances (what we typically think of) are not what
impacted me the most. Eventually, when all the food is
gone, and the festivals are over, we lay down to sleep
and dream like everyone else. And we all, regardless of
country, die the same way. I have met many Japanese
people, by chance, who have made astounding impacts
on my life. 1 realized connecting to other human
beings - like death and sleep - transcends culture.
Once, over three hot bowls of ramen, after a late night
of alcohol-fueled shenanigans, a man I met by chance
solemnly told me such random encounters are rare
for Japanese people. Thus, the opposite also stands:
connecting with others, even those of your same culture,
can be terrifying and difficult. To be human is truly a
wonder.
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