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Things to Protect
Yui Fujii

I’m in an international club. We write letters to people
in foreign countries in the club. We interact with people in
Malaysia, America, and France. We send them letters about
Japanese culture and school events. Some American students
study Japanese, so they write letters in Japanese and English. I
think that it’s very interesting to understand their culture and their
life as well as the differences between Japan and their country.

Recently, there are many festivals held around the
world. Some festivals are from their own country, and others
are from foreign countries. Not only festivals, but some people
imitate other cultures, too. I think that few people are doing that
after they learn the true meaning of them. If we don’t understand
the other cultures, the wrong information may spread. For
example, do you know the true meaning of Halloween? I think
many people would probably answer “I don’t know.” Halloween
is a festival we do in Japan, but I think many people can’t answer
the question because they don’t have confidence. There are some
people doing Halloween without understanding the meaning.

Furthermore, some people sometimes imitate Japanese
culture in foreign countries. For example, some people become
a geisha girl in foreign countries for Halloween. They imitate
culture because it is beautiful and pretty. I disagree with this. I
think it is good if we go to other countries and experience their
culture because then we can see the real culture. However, those
people who don’t know the culture may understand it in the wrong
way. They may have a bad impression of the country. I think that
to protect culture, it is important for us not to let foreign people
misunderstand the culture. Sushi is another example. Nigiri, a
hand-shaped vinegared rice with fish on top, is famous in Japan,
but in foreign countries there is a sushi roll called a “caterpillar
roll”. There are avocado and small cut vegetables on top of rice. |
was surprised to see how it is completely different from Japanese
sushi. Foreign people may think that real Japanese sushi is like a
caterpillar roll.

Do you know the true meaning of Christmas? I think
many people eat cake on Christmas in Japan, but my ALT said
that many people don’t eat cakes in America. In Japan, we think
about cakes and presents for Christmas, however, in foreign
countries, people think about their families and the Christian
God when they see Christmas trees. Christmas in Japan is
different from the one in America. I think that if you understand
Christmas’ real meaning, Christmas will become even better.
foreign without
understanding the meaning, the wrong information of culture
spreads, and it will gradually become the real thing. At last, the
real culture will fade away. I believe all the cultures in the world
should be protected to succeed to the future generation.

If everyone imitates culture

I-News 114 February /March 2017 The Winter Issue 8




