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Shimanami Speech Summit
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On the 18" of December, 16 participants from various
generations gathered for the Shimanami Speech Summit.
In addition, there were two surprise guests, who presented
impromptu speeches. Speeches were given either in English
or Japanese, and some used a visual presentation. Although
the whole event lasted a bit longer than we expected due
to the many questions that were asked after each speech, it
turned out that everyone was learning a lot and enjoying it.
This uniquely interactive speech event may have required
much time and patience from everyone, but after all, it’s a
great way to learn critical thinking. The following are three
of the speeches presented at the summit.
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Girls in Far Away Countries, This Girl in Japan
Wakako Saito

When we call a taxi, we show our palm, but if we do that
in Greece, people think we are insulting them. This is because in
the past, when criminals were made to walk as a warning to others,
people put ashes or something else on the palms of their hand and
put it on the criminals’ faces. Not only gestures, but there are other
things that we think are natural that are not natural around in the
world. This is just a cultural difference, however, there are some
things that we can’t agree with in the world.

“One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change
the world.” These are the words Malala Yousafzai said. She is a
human rights activist from Pakistan. The area she was living in
was ruled by the Taliban. They decided that girls and women don’t
need education, however, she attracted sympathy from the world by
advocating education for girls. In her country, it is not usual for girls
to receive higher education. She tried to protect schools and the right
to get educated, even if she might have had to put her whole life into
it. She tried to change the “common sense” in her world.

In addition to her country, there are people who don’t
know that another world outside of their world exists. For example,
in Nigeria, Boko Haram kidnapped 276 girls in 2014. They were
kidnapped just because they were studying at school. The girls were
criticized for going to school. What is more, some of them were
forced to do suicide bombings. There are many places like this
where human rights for girls are ignored. I think it’s definitely not
an environment that they can do what they like. They are desperately
trying to survive, therefore they can not afford to think about
education.

It is difficult to appreciate everything without thinking
about how privileged the life we are living in is. However, to know
the world that is completely different from our world makes us
realize how we should be grateful. I have a dream. I want to work
overseas some day. When I work in another country, I will work
with many people from many different places. They have different
values, too. I want to learn more, and one day, I hope to help people
because I was given the right to study.
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