This 1s Halloween: Celebrating i-News Style

Kelsey Cooknick

October: a magical month where the nights turn crisp and cool, inviting ghosts and goblins to come out and
}f)lay. For many, October marks the true beginning of fall, as the bustle of back to school calms and many seasonal
oods become available. For this writer, October means one thing and one thing only: Halloween.

These days, Halloween has become more and more popular in Japan, with many Japanese children growing
up knowing the various customs associated with Halloween, such as carving jack-o-lanterns and going trick or

treating. Around Imabari, Halloween decorations, events, and treats can be found throughout the month of
October.

On October 15" 2016, i-News held a Halloween party for the children of Imabari. Staffed by 20 volunteers
and with 75 children in attendance, this year’s party was “frightfully” successful. Many of the ALTs, new and old
alike, enjoy Halloween very much and were more than happy to help make the event fun and exciting for the kids.

This year’s party was set up carnival style (similar to how many Halloween events and “harvest festivals” are
done in the US), with various booths from fortune telling, to fishing, to making a lollipop ghost craft, to mystery
boxes full of zombie “body parts.” Children could visit the booths at their own pace and obtain stickers to complete
a point card. After the carnival, the kids were shown a demonstration of how to trick or treat. Each of the
volunteers staffed a “door” that the kids could come to and experience trick or treating for themselves.

With so much fun, games, and candy, this year’s party was full of more treats than tricks.

Thank you to all the “spooktacular” volunteers for your time and effort and thank you to all the boys and “ghouls” that
made the event so successful. We can’t wait to see you next year! Happy Halloween!
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