dogs quickly followed orders and it
was quite cool. Also they let us sit in
front of an operation computer to
put the officers in positions. We also
got to see a machine that identifies
fingerprints and the real fingerprints.
Then, | got to sit on the back of a
police motorcycle. It was big and
difficult to ride. It made me scared but
at the same time it was comfortable
to sit on. | am grateful for staying in
Lakeland and | appreciate the great
experiences | had.

Translated by Ayumi Ueno
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Ayano Sudo

The two weeks in Lakeland were
like a dream for me. | had a very
special experience which | will never
forget. My goal of this visit was to talk
to and communicate with people as
much as possible. At first | was very
worried because | was not sure if |
could convey my feelings to my host
family and locals in Lakeland. Having
conversations became easier little by
little since everyone tried to speak
slowly and used easy words for me.
When | had a chance to visit Santa
Fe High School, | took a class with
the students there. They were very
friendly to talk to me, so that | could
talk to them, too. | want to apply what
I've learnt from this experience to the
future and value a friendly relationship
with people.
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Ayana Kadota

Every day in Lakeland seemed like a
dream for me. | will remember those
days for rest of my life. Of all the
wonderful times, visiting Harrison
School for the Arts was very special
for me since | am so interested in arts.
| was impressed by the enthusiastic
students who were gifted with
remarkable talents. Although | was a
bit nervous when | saw the huge, too
beautiful school buildings for high
school, all the kind friendly students
made me relaxed. | enjoyed talking
about our hobbies while coloring
alligators with the students. A portrait
that one student drew of me has
became my treasure! Thank you so
much for the valuable time.
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See you Lakeland!!! FfedHS!!!

Sotaro Yoshikawa

‘| promise that all of us, fifteen students,
will be back safe. See you later! | was
full of anxiety and nervousness even
though | pretended to be tough saying
this loudly in front of everyone. This
is because | cannot speak English;
moreover | was the only boy in the
group. | struggled against my nervous
feelings on the plane. When | arrived
in the US, all my negative feelings
disappeared. The large, blue sky.
Unknown animals. Endless horizon.
Everything was new and surprising.

My host family was very kind and
treated me like a real family member,
and so the rest of my anxiety was
perfectly dismissed. | can’t forget about
such a nice meeting and experience in
my lifetime. | appreciate meeting all the
wonderful people. See you Lakeland!!!
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Nonoka Murakami

The two weeks in Lakeland was a
meaningful and once in a lifetime
experience for me. | want to apply what
I've learnt from this visit to my future.
At the welcome party, we put on yukata
to dance Kiyama-Ondo and Omatsuri-
Ondo. Our dancing was extremely well-
received by the host families and other
participants. When | saw their smiling
faces, | thought 'l want to be with them
more.’ | enjoyed shopping and visiting
a zoo with my host family. Let’s have
dinner together again soon!

| would seriously love to go back to
Lakeland to see everyone right away.
Thank you so much for the wonderful
memories.

Translated by Akiko Tokura
(R &)
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