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Honoka Ochi

I'm really grateful for the big
party people held when we went
to Lakeland. People in Lakeland
performed ballet and songs in a huge
hall with a view of a beautiful lake
reflecting the sunset in the back. The
performance was very graceful, just
like the swans on the lake in Lakeland.

We also performed the Bon Dance,
for which we received very warm
applause. Some Lakeland friends who
visited Imabari last year remembered
ita little and they danced with us. Later
my host family told me how good the
dance was again and again. It made
me so happy. That day, | talked a lot
with my host family and got to know
them so well. | will treasure a picture
| took with them at that time for the
rest of my life.
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Konomi Akase

| visited
Lakeland and "' g
New York in the b
US for 2 weeks.
| had been very
nervous before
| went there
because | was
worried about terrorism attacks
and worried about my speaking skill.
| wasn't sure if | was able to speak
English well. But when | went there
| found that everyone was nice and
made lots of great memories. We
visited many different places and |
made a speech at the fire station,
where they explained about the fire
fighters” uniforms and fire engines. My
speech was very short but giving the
speech in front of people was a nice
experience.

I'd like to thank all the people who
made it possible for us to have such
precious experiences. Thank you for
everything.
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Mone Yoshida

| appreciate having had the chance
to visit Lakeland, Imabari’s Sister City.
I'm also very thankful for my host
family who accepted me as a new
family member and treated me to

many smiles. I'm grateful that | met
my host family.

I have adream to be aninternational
nurse. However, I'd never been to any
other countries but always wanted to
go to the US and see how it is. This is
why | participated in this international
experience. | realized that people in
the US are very cheerful. Even though
we'd only just met, people in Lakeland
was so friendly and treated us nicely.
| tried to talk positively with them.
When we laughed at the same thing, |
felt so happy.

In Lakeland, | had both wonderful
and difficult experiences. It was
hard when | couldn't make myself
understood. | will never forget the
brilliant experiences | had and the
people | met there.
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Sana Abe

We visited the police station and
saw a police dog demonstration on
August 15. It was a great combination
of police officers and the dogs. The
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