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Maki Kato

Every morning we assembled at
Santa Fe High School, where | could
meet many people and talk with them.
| am grateful to the school staff, who
greeted us, “Good morning,” with a
smile. Thanks to them, we could start
each day with a good feeling. When
we joined an art class at school, | had
a good time talking with students and
taking pictures. | made friends with
them and am even getting touch
with some of them. | always had a
great time with my host family, too.
| will never forget the two weeks in
Lakeland.
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Iku Ozawa

| cannot forget any day of the ten-day-
homestay. | had valuable experiences
such as visiting the police station and
fire station, meeting the Lakeland
Mayor, and communicating with
students and people at a junior high
and high schools.

Among these experiences, the
best memory is the welcome party
held for us by the host families. We
wore yukata and danced “Omatsuri-
ondo”and “Kiyama-ondo” for them.
There were many people wearing
yukata and some Americans even
joined the dances. | was happy that
they gave us big applause when we
finished the dances and greeted
them with a loud voice, “arigatou-
gozaimasu!” It was good that we were
able to show them “Japanese and
Imabari culture and tradition.” Thank
you very much for giving me the
opportunity to participate in the tour.
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Yumika Okada

We visited Lawton Chiles Middle
Academy, wherelmadeapresentation
about Imabari. | was happy that
students listened to me and asked me
alot of questions about Imabari. It was
a good opportunity for me to re-think
about what Imabari is like. We had a
good time together, showing them
how to make origami.

| also made a thank-you speech at the
end of the visit. Although | practiced
the speech with the help of my host
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family, | got nervous when | stood in
front of the principal. However, | think
| did it quite well. That was a great
experience for me. Thank you for the
opportunity.
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Akiyo Yano

It was very lucky for me to have
valuable experiences during the tour
which | would never get from a family
trip. | kept being surprised at cultural
differences during the tour. | was What
| was most impressed by was the visit
to the police station. There | looked at
the police vehicles, motorcycles and
guns which I had never seen exceptin
the movies. Also | was thrilled when |
was shown various ways how to take
a fingerprint.

Although it was only a two-week-
stay, | became more interested in
foreign cultures than before. Making
use of these valuable experiences, |
would like to grow more and go back
to my beloved Lakeland again.

Translated by Nobuko Kamimura
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