Mbali Sexwale

Saying goodbye is one of the toughest things to do in life, however, as tough as it is, it must be done
properly. Three years ago I was blessed with the incredible opportunity to move from sunny South Africa
to the land of the rising sun! I found it charming that my name sounded like the place I was moving to.
Mbali moves to Imabari. I had a feeling that Imabari was going to be a good place and I couldn’t wait to
begin my new life journey. ***cues Black-eyed Peas***

I must have had some good karma from my past life because the universe placed me in the best place
possible. I couldn’t have asked for a better placement! I will miss the tranquil beauty of the countryside.
Biking everywhere, especially after enkais, the gorgeous castle, the Shimanami Kaido bridges, my ferry
rides on the Setonaikai to Sekizen, being in close proximity to the sea and mountains, Hamazushi, and
most importantly, the kindness and the hospitality of all the people that I was lucky enough to cross paths
with. Living in Imabari was effortless because I had an impeccable network of people. I know that I have
to pay it forward someday, thank you for teaching me how. #omotenashi

I loved being teacher. You learn how to listen, acknowledge and respond to multiple students telling you about their families, pets,
allergies and favourite food, all at once. You learn how to watch them skip, ride unicycles, climb monkey bars while simultaneously
counting to 100 with them on the school grounds. In short, you learn how to multitask like a pro. And the best part was hearing their
laughter. It’s the greatest sound in the world!

It’s difficult for me to close this chapter of my life because so much of me is made from I what learned from Imabari. I wish I had studied
Japanese harder but my limited fluency of the language taught me to listen, because we all know how loud and chatty I am. I would often
get scolded by the Obaachans for singing too loudly on my way home from school. & #urusai But when you are happy, you sing and

Imabari was alive with the sound of my music!!

I have so many people to thank for these 3 unforgettable years in Imabari. ALL my school teachers, for all their patience and warmth, &
the Chikami-chu Ladies Squad for the wonderful atmosphere in the teacher’s room and our long lunches at the udon restaurant in
Hashihama. My kids (I call my students my kids because they are a part of my heart) for making every day special, for teaching me how to
be happy EVERY DAY, and for all the fascinating questions that I did not always have the answers to. My heart is bigger because of the
love that I have for them. The angels at the ICIEA for all their help and the enjoyable events that they organized, and the wonderful
Japanese teachers. Akiko-san, you are the Mary Poppins of Imabari, I don’t know how I would have survived without you! To my patient
Japanese teacher and mother, Koike sensei, thank you for putting up with me and for making my Wednesdays so cheerful. I love you! And
to my wonderful family of friends from Imabari and abroad, I am grateful to have met such vibrant people. Thank you for making my time
in Imabari unforgettable and for celebrating so many milestones with me. Please visit me in South Africa or wherever in the world I may

wandering. Imabari, osewa ni narimashita, you will always be my second home!
Thank you iNews!
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