Until next time....

Every year at this time, ALTs, who have been working in schools around the city and are often actively involved in their schools,
finish their contracts and head home to their respective countries. This year, Mbali, Jessica and Natalya are leaving after 3 years in
Imabari. They have been so generous with their time helping at iNews and ICIEA events, writing articles without complaint and
have made special connections with the community. They will be missed by many! Here are their parting messages:
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Jessica Ogasawara

It’s really difficult to find the words to describe these past 3 years in Imabari. My favorite Japanese word is —]—2%; “once-
in-a-lifetime encounter, reminding us to treasure every moment for it may never reoccur”. Throughout my time here, I was
able to meet many amazing people and experience many new things. I’'m eternally grateful for all the life lessons, even the
ones disguised as “bad days”. Taking that leap and moving abroad by yourself is not something everyone can do, and it does
come with some hardships and regular doses of homesickness. I’'m so thankful that I was placed here because the hospitality
is just incredible and it made being away from home that much easier. The people are so genuinely kind, friendly and helpful.
I was able to take on new challenges, overcome some of my fears, improve my Japanese, travel the world, and make lifelong
friends. Watching my students grow both academically and personally has also been a rewarding experience.

It saddens me to know that my adventure in Imabari is coming to an end, but I’ll forever remember the experiences and the
people I’ve met during my time here. I would like to take this time to thank the following people (in no
particular order): Imabari City Board of Education, the members of ICIEA/i-News, my FM Radio
BariBari family, my amazing students, my Eikaiwa family, and all the Japanese friends I made here. A
special thank you goes out to all the teachers and faculty, especially at Tachibana ES, Tachibana JHS,
and Toriu ES. It has been a privilege working alongside such amazing educators who really put in
countless hours to help move the students and raise them to be respectful members of society. You
have my sincerest respect and admiration. Lastly, thank you to my fellow ALTs and the foreign
community, both past and present. You are all very motivated and driven individuals who will do
tremendous things. If it weren’t for your inspiration and support, I wouldn’t have been able to stay for
as long as I did.

In Hawaii, for times like this, we say, “a hui hou”. There are no goodbyes, only “until we meet again”.
So, to all the people who have made an impact in my life here in Imabari, thank you for everything. I
will truly miss you all.

A Hui Hou. <3
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A EEPfESE (Ayumi Ueno)
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