i-News and Japan: Then and Now

Harry Carley

The year was 1998, Heisei 10, the year of the tiger. 1998 was also the year of many big events in Japan. Japan was on
the world stage. If readers can remember, 1998 was the time when the winter Olympics were held in Nagano, shortly followed
by the Paralympics, also in Nagano. Japan saw a change of Prime Ministers in July with Ryutaro Hashimoto being replaced by
Keizo Obuchi. The Akashi-Kaikyo Bridge linking Shikoku with Honshu opened to traffic becoming the largest suspension
bridge in the world. The Shimanami Kaido of Imabari fame would not be completed until the next year, with the opening
ceremony attended by the crown prince and princess and televised live on TV.

Unbelievable today, but the Internet was still in its infancy in 1998, Japan. I remember having our first dial up system
during that period. It was quite an inconvenience in our house when someone wanted to make a phone call and use the computer
at the same time.

In April of 1998, the first issue of i-News came out; similar to now, it was intended as a bi-monthly community
newspaper put together by Japanese and foreign volunteers. Continuing that tradition, anyone is still free to contribute articles.

The Mayor of Imabari at that time was Mr. Junichi Shigenobu. Mr. Shigenobu was a very energetic man who never
declined an interview or an invitation to sit down and talk to the foreign community of Imabari. Although very busy, as most
mayors are, I had the privilege of meeting the mayor accompanied by Ms. Maureen Yamamoto, the major driving force behind
the introduction of i-News. In a one on one interview with no prepared notes Mr. Shigenobu expressed his feelings about the
foreign community of Imabari. I was most impressed with his concerns and open attitude toward including foreigners in the
daily workings of Imabari city. A tradition that I feel continues to this day in our city. Mr. Shigenobu was a major force in
building a bridge of understanding between foreigners and Japanese residents while at the same time Imabari was expanding to
the greater Japan through the completion of the Shimanami Kaido bridge.

Imabari city has seen many improvements and expansion projects over the years. From the completion of the Imabari
library around the same time that i-News came into existence to the more recent nearly completed Imabari central police station.

The year 1998 was a year of national pride for Japan with the 1998 Nagano Winter and Para Olympics. Although on a
much smaller scale those living in Imabari should also take pride in the many accomplishments and additions that have graced
our fair city during the time of these past 100 issues of i-News.

i-News & HA : HDOUE L 45

NY — e h—1) —
19984F, FRI104E, WA, 1998FITHATA S SADHKRELRDH D £ L7, HAPMADERIZ > 74, HIA
HZTOETL21998FEREHIRTLATAY v Ey 72BN, £XZDEBRICHITET/ A7) vy 7 35 X
N2 Ex, THICIZNERIERESEATEREK2 S /NMNAB ZRAZE DD F L7z L, ARG VUE &AM %2
WO, HHEREDONELE 27D ZDHETT, SIETHOHEN TH S L ELAHBEDRMEIZEET, 2ol
IIZEKTF E BRFIEHE SN BT L e SN E L -4,

SHTIHEUNZWTTH, 19984F,. HATIRELA VI =2y bDPIERLTELT., DBRRTIFZDMYAL YL
Ty T ATLEMBHALTOE L, KEOHLVEFZ L EEIC, ARKICavyEa—32i) 2 e TET
ETCOHORMEL S ELERATOHET,

19984E 4 H. i-NewsDFE1FBFHINFE L7z, SERMRICHAANEAEBEART VT4 TICXoTES LS HAGE &
WeZEDOWE Al ogHt SEHRET L2, Z20ERIEA6 0, 5 THE L DALLDEERETHFIKD Z->TWET,
ZOUREDSIBETRIZEEE K TL, HIEETHLZRAXT Yy 2 THEOAEANTII 22T 4 —IZBWVLTDA
VIE A=A RY FANDFLERBRLTH Y FHATL, BIFILAE—Y) v EADMETOY LT, HIETH- 7
MR EOEELRRZIICTE, $/42202 ERZiNewsHHOKRERFEHELRD L7,

11 TOBRDLEVWEETHEADA VI E2 =Tk, HOSEDOHEANT I 22T 4 =120 T2E2 %2 2 &M
TEF L7, PO ZZ T -DIFBETREOSIET CONEANFBEH N T 2P NIEATLE, 2D
ZEZFSHEOLOTRMNVTOE L) ICBvwET, BEHRIIL £ aAEEOREZ MU S5IET o HATOML %
IREIEDLZEANBRNTH -7z EFIKRIC, HEANEHAANTROMAEIBED =D DHEFEEL DB EiITxf L,
ETHEIRNTE >T-DTT,

IR IXi-News DFEH & FIRFIC 58K L 72 6T O KFHEFC O WESETEK L 2 SR EREZ RIS 5 L, BUEIC
EHOIFIEFHRMOMAZL, RERELEL,

19984FIF RIFIRCAEA Y v Ey VDI NS 72 L, HRICE S THEDIREET L, —J7. A7 —IVIEbEs /I
I D ETH, i-NewsFETD 51005122 £ TO, EES LWESIATH VKT 57204 DUfEZ KR L TE %
ERFLRETLLI,

' Hi% & (Haruka Hiasa)

5 I-News October/November 2014 The 100th Issue




